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Taxonomy

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Animalia Chordata Reptilia Squamata Lacertidae

Taxon Name:  Acanthodactylus orientalis Angel, 1936

Assessment Information

Red List Category & Criteria: Least Concern ver 3.1

Year Published: 2009

Date Assessed: December 14, 2008

Justification:

Listed as Least Concern in view of its wide distribution, presumed large population, and because it is

unlikely to be declining fast enough to qualify for listing in a more threatened category.

Geographic Range

Range Description:

This species is known from central and southern Syria, northern Jordan and western and central Iraq.

Country Occurrence:

Native: Iraq; Jordan; Syrian Arab Republic
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Distribution Map

© The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species: Acanthodactylus orientalis – published in 2009.
http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2009.RLTS.T164723A5920936.en

2



Population
It is a common species.

Current Population Trend:  Stable

Habitat and Ecology (see Appendix for additional information)

It occurs on fairly hard substrate in dry steppe habitat with scattered vegetation. It can be found in

heavily grazed areas in the 'Syrian Desert' region.

Systems:  Terrestrial

Threats
There appear to be no significant threats to this species.

Conservation Actions (see Appendix for additional information)

It has been recorded from a protected area in Syria, and is perhaps present within other protected areas

within the region.

Credits

Assessor(s): Ahmad Mohammed Mousa Disi

Reviewer(s): Neil Cox and Helen Temple

© The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species: Acanthodactylus orientalis – published in 2009.
http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2009.RLTS.T164723A5920936.en

3



Bibliography
Arnold, E.N. 1983. Osteology, genitalia and the relationships of Acanthodactylus (Reptilia: Lacertidae).
Bull. Br. Mus. Nat. Hist. (Zool.): 291-339.

Disi, A.M. 2002. Jordan Country Study on Biological Diversity: The Herpetofauna of Jordan. Amman,
Jordan.

Disi, A.M. and Böhme, W. 1996. Zoogeography of the amphibians and reptiles of Syria, with additional
new records. Herpetozoa 9(1/2): 63-70.

Disi, A.M., Modrý, D., Nečas, P. and Rifai, L. 2001. Amphibians and reptiles of the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan. Edition Chimaira, Frankfurt.

IUCN. 2009. IUCN Red List of Threatened Species (ver. 2009.1). Available at: www.iucnredlist.org.
(Accessed: 22 June 2009).

Lymberakis, P. and Kalionzopoulou, A. 2003. Additions to the herpetofauna of Syria. Zoology in the
Middle East 29: 33-39.

Martens, H. 1997. A review of "Zoogeography of amphibians and reptiles of Syria, with additional new
records" (Herpetozoa 9 (1/2), 1996). Herpetozoa 10(3/4): 99-106.

Riney, T. 1953. Notes on the Syrian lizard Acanthodactylus tristrami orientalis. Copeia: 66-67.

Sindaco, R. and Jeremčenko, V.K. 2008. The Reptiles of the Western Palearctic. 1. Annotated Checklist
and Distributional atlas of the turtles, crocodiles, amphisbaenians and lizards of Europe, North Africa,
Middle East and Central Asia. Edizioni Belvedere, Latina (Italy).

Citation
Ahmad Mohammed Mousa Disi. 2009. Acanthodactylus orientalis. The IUCN Red List of Threatened
Species 2009: e.T164723A5920936.
http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2009.RLTS.T164723A5920936.en

Disclaimer
To make use of this information, please check the Terms of Use.

External Resources
For Images and External Links to Additional Information, please see the Red List website.

© The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species: Acanthodactylus orientalis – published in 2009.
http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2009.RLTS.T164723A5920936.en

4

www.iucnredlist.org
http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2009.RLTS.T164723A5920936.en
http://www.iucnredlist.org/info/terms-of-use
http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/links/164723/0


Appendix

Habitats
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Habitat Season Suitability
Major
Importance?

4. Grassland -> 4.5. Grassland - Subtropical/Tropical Dry - Suitable -

14. Artificial/Terrestrial -> 14.2. Artificial/Terrestrial - Pastureland - Marginal -

Conservation Actions in Place
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Conservation Actions in Place

In-Place Land/Water Protection and Management

Conservation sites identified: Yes, over entire range

Research Needed
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Research Needed

1. Research -> 1.2. Population size, distribution & trends

1. Research -> 1.3. Life history & ecology

Additional Data Fields

Population

Population severely fragmented: No
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