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A remarkable age and size record
of a male Jewelled Lizard,
Timon lepidus (DAUDIN, 1802)

Six years ago, the authors reported on
the (preliminary) record age of a Jewelled
Lizard, Timon lepidus (DAUDIN, 1802), in the
herpetocultural facility of the Zoologisches
Forschungsmuseum Alexander Koenig
(ZFMK), Bonn, Germany (Esser & BOHME
2009). This specimen, a male originating
from near Cadiz, southern Andalusia, Spain,
was received in 1986 as an adult whose age
was judged of at least four years. After 24
years of captive maintenance, at an age of
ca. 28 years, this male had become the
ancestor of a successful breeding group.
However, in 2002 the big old male showed
first signs of senility, for example, one eye
became blind.

A literature review had shown that the
normal maximum age of Timon lepidus was
between 11 and 17 years (Decaux 1897,
FLowER 1925, SLAVENS & SLAVENS 1993,
CHEYLAN & GRILLET 2004). LEEePER (1951)
gave even 20 years as the possible maxi-
mum age but this information was chal-
lenged by MERTENS (1975: ,,ohne freilich
prazise Angaben zu machen“ = ,without
providing precise data‘) and BiscHOFF et al.
(1984: ,,s0ll erreicht worden sein* = claimed
to have been reached). All these data refer
to captive specimens. In contrast, according
to skeletochronological results (CASTILLA &
CASTANET 1986), the life span of 7. lepidus
in the wild rarely exceeds five years. In this
study, six years were reached by only 8 % of
the females and 17 % of the males. Accord-
ing to these authors, the documented maxi-
mum age of free-ranging Jewelled Lizards
was 11 years.

As mentioned above, the male de-
scribed here showed the first age-dependent
handicaps when it was twenty years old.
But its unilateral blindness did not hinder it
to copulate with the two females sharing its
terrarium (one of them being only few years
younger) and continue to produce offspring.

https://ace-notebook.com/embed/?pdf=1ufV2aWYnerY4Jnj3dXQzczdnNTVMNVN1KKprr3loKvAmsqbzaOSmZ-WnqSRn5nZ0tIcIT8TEITNZE

06-07-17 23:13

Pagina 1van 3



PDF.js viewer 06-07-17 23:13

SHORT NOTE HERPETOZOA 28 (1/2) Wien, 30. Juli 2015 SHORT NOTE 105

Even in 2007 a clutch of fertilized eggs was
laid, and all eggs were successfully incubat-
ed. In total, nearly 40 juveniles originated
from these matings between 2001 and 2009.
After the hibernation of 2007/08, the second
eye of the old male started to grow blind,
and food uptake became more difficult.
Henceforth, the lizard was kept separately
to better control its well-being.

After six years, at the end of hiberna-
tion of 2014/15, the health state of this liz-
ard became so bad it had to be euthanized.
After 30 years of captive maintenance at
ZFMK’s herpetocultural facility (“Tier-
haus*), this particular lizard was finally pre-
served and cataloged under ZFMK 96786
(Fig. 1). Since these lizards continue to grow
throughout life (though more and more
retarded after sexual maturity and with
increasing age: see BISCHOFF et al. 1984) it
also achieved an unusual size. Measure-
ments documented a snout-vent length
(SVL) of 232 mm, a head length of 77.2
mm, and a pileus length of 68.9 mm.

Since Timon lepidus is — apart from
the legless anguid Pseudopus apodus (PAL-
LAS, 1775) — the largest lizard species in
Europe, its total length is often exaggerated
in the literature (see BiscHOFF et al. and ref-
erences cited therein). Documented maxi-
mum SVL values for males are: 210 mm
(BoULENGER 1920: Nizza, South France), 216
mm (PETERS 1962, Banyuls-sur-mer, South
France), 229 mm (Busack 1987: southern
Spain) and 235 mm (JOGER in BISCHOFF et al.
1984: Type specimen of Lacerta senegalensis
Gray, 1838, a synonym of 7. lepidus, not of
T. nevadensis, T. tangitanus or 1. pater, thus
with unknown locality but certainly not from
Senegal). This last-named specimen at the
British Museum (BM 1946.9.2.17) was con-
sidered the biggest representative of its
species by BiscHOFF et al. (1984), but
CasTiLLA (1989) in her unpublished PhD
thesis (cited in SALVADOR 1998) gave a max-
imum value of even 260 mm SVL. It is not
clear whether this size record was taken
from a particular specimen that could be re-
examined. SALVADOR (1998) himself gave
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Fig. 1: ZFMK 96786, the 35 year-old male
Timon lepidus (DAUDIN, 1802),
from near Cadiz, Spain. Photo: P. GEISSLER.
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only 172 mm SVL as the maximum value of
the samples studied by him. In any case, the
present extremely old male of nearly 35
years represents also one of the biggest 7.
lepidus ever measured.
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