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Record of Lacerta agilis bosnica (Linnaeus, 1758) erythronotus coloration morph from 

Zelengora mountain, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
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Zelengore, Bosna i Hercegovina 
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Figure 1. The erythronotus coloration morph from Zelengora, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Slika 1.  Jedinka s erythronotus tipom obojenosti sa Zelengore, Bosna i Hercegovina 

The Sand Lizard, Lacerta agilis Linnaeus, 1758, is a widely distributed species in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina. It occures in the northern lowlands from 70 m a.s.l. till the high mountain 

grasslands even above 2000 m (RADOVANOVIĆ, 1951). In Bosnia and Herzegovina two 

subspecies of the Sand Lizard appear, Lacerta agilis argus Laurenti, 1768 and Lacerta agilis 

bosnica Schreiber, 1912 (BISCHOFF, 1988, KALYABINA et al., 2001). Lacerta agilis 

bosnica is very common mountain species that inhabits dinaric mountain range that makes up 

80% of the country. Lacerta agilis, colouration morph erythronotus, are known to appear in 

different parts of Central and Eastern Europe (BISCHOFF, 1988). Accordingly there are also 

records of erythronotus morph from neighbouring countries: Slovenia (VOGRIN, 1999), 
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Croatia (JELIĆ, 2010) and Montenegro (SCHWEIGER, 2008). WERNER (1898) was the first to 

mentione „Lacerta agilis var. erythronota“ from Bosnia and Herzegovina (Travnik and 

Glamoč area). Later VEITH (1991) in 1925. mentiones that he found several individuals of this 

coloration morph in „Bosnia and Herzegovina“ but not defining the exact localities. He also 

mentiones one near-erythronotus male from Dobropolje (between Trnovo and Kalinovik). 

During herpetological field research on July 15, 2011, in Southeastern Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, on Zelengora mountain authors caught one male erythronotus coloration morph 

of Lacerta agilis (Fig. 1). This specimen was found in low grass on open mountain grassland, 

at 1550 m above sea level (X 5798823, Y 4805378). Zelengora mountain now represents the 

only exact finding place of erythronotus coloration morph in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
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