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Foreword

The worldwide human population increase, and resulting alterations in the global en-
vironment are currently causing the sixth major extinction event in the history of life
on earth. As natural habitats throughout the world are degraded, reduced or frag-
mented, thousands of species are becoming extinct, sometimes before their value is ful-
ly appreciated. This is even more true for islands, which have extremely sensitive eco-
systems.

The location of Cyprus at the crossroads of three continents, combined with its iso-
lation as an island, its varied landscape, and the accompanying range of local climates,
have produced a flora and fauna of great richness and diversity. Rapid economic de-
velopment has inevitably had an impact on biodiversity. In line with European Union
objectives, the Government of the Republic of Cyprus has placed the protection of the
environment among its highest priorities.

We therefore welcome the publication of this book, which will contribute to the un-
derstanding of Cyprus’ unique reptile and amphibian fauna and which fills a long-
standing need. I am sure it will provide a useful basis for future efforts in herpetology
and conservation.

This book will be a valuable source of information, not only for herpetologists, but
also for Cyprus residents and interested visitors to the island.

Dr. Michalis Polynikis
Minister of Agriculture,

Natural Resources and Environment
Republic of Cyprus
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Preface

Historically, Cyprus has received little attention from herpetologists, and knowledge
of the herpetofauna of Cyprus is not well advanced when compared with other
Mediterranean regions. It is therefore timely to publish a volume summarising the cur-
rent state of knowledge, highlighting gaps, and hopefully stimulating further research.
This is especially true in view of the need for conservation efforts to protect the island’s
unique community of species.

Also among residents of the island, both Cypriots and expatriates, there is a lack of
knowledge about these animals, and many misconceptions particularly about snakes.
Educational material is scarce. There is considerable demand for information targeted
at the non-expert (e.g., a field guide), providing an understandable overview of the
subject, and helping people to identify and appreciate the amphibians and reptiles that
they are likely to encounter.

In view of the need to fulfil both these objectives, we decided to produce a book
catering both for scientists and non-specialists. The relatively small number of species
on the island seems conducive to this twofold approach.

Although the book is mainly aimed at scientific readers, we have therefore tried
throughout to make it understandable to the non-specialist. In particular, we have in-
cluded a guide which enables identification of every native amphibian or reptile in
Cyprus. We have also included a comprehensive glossary which explains all scientific
terms used in this volume, and a general introduction on amphibians and reptiles. 

Although these additions are unnecessary for experts in the field, we believe they will
not detract from the scientific usefulness of this volume.

Heidelberg and Paphos, Summer 2009

Felix Baier
David J. Sparrow
Hans-Jörg Wiedl
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