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Current Status and Distribution of Reptiles in the Republic of Korea

Jae-Young Song

National Park Research Institute, Namwon 590-811, Korea

Abstract - In order to characterize the current status and distribution of reptiles currently inhab-
iting the Republic of Korea, the results of survey data were analyzed in this study. The results of
this analysis showed that the reptiles were distributed into two orders, seven families, and 21 spe-
cies, with the exception of six marine reptiles, including Dermochelys coriacea schlegelii, Chelonia
mydas japonica, Caretta caretta, Hydrophis melanocephalus, Hydrophis cyanocinctus, and Pelamis
platrrus. Also, the taxonomic revisions of several species were suggested, although this would be
ill-advised before further studies can be conducted regarding the current status of marine reptiles

in the region.
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Table 1. List of reptiles inhabiting the Republic of Korea (except
for marine species)

Order Family Scientific name Remark

Trionychidae  Pelodiscus sinensis

Chinemys reevesii ENII

Trachemys scripta
elegans

Testrdinata .
Emydidae

Gekkonidae Gekko japonicus

Scincella vandenburghi
Scincella huanrensis

Scincidae

Takvdromus amurensis
Takydronus wolteri
Eremias argus EN II

Lacertilidae

Elaphe rufodorsata

Elaphe dione

Rhabdophis t. tigrinus

Dinodon r. rufozonatum

Coluber spinalis

Elaphe s. schrenckii ENI
Elaphe s. anomala ENI
Amphiesma v. ruthveni
Sibynophis chinensis ENQ

Squamata  Colubridae

Gloydius brevicaudus
Gloydius ussuriensis
Glovdius saxatilis

Viperidae

# EN I or II, Endangered species T or I
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(3a) H& Rl IR go g EL 3o
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(o) mlelge 23 AAA wede] A Q)

N W
d
K
4z
in
A1)
o

Q) e AAz S4Yrcfeln, FHo &3] &
A 3}A] ok C A E Rl Ze] oluh (3)
Q) A ALY WEe AN, FE §30) £
AL, A QIF0] QUTE 4
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(3a) % 279} Aol AL dAAdelw, 7t Fulw
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Q) To] FAPBITE, oo T. wolteri
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AGAL, FEAL T8 S F24L Z1HAL 7HAAL,
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14) Coluber spinalis (Peters 1866) A
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Appendix 1. Pictures of reptiles inhabiting the Republic of Korea (except for marine species)

Takydromus amurensis Takydromus wolteri Eremias argus

FElaphe rufodorsata Elaphe dione Rhabdophis tigrinus tigrinus
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Appendix 1. Continued.

Elaphe schrenckii schrenckii

Gloydius brevicaudus Gloydius ussuriensis Gloydius saxatilis
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Appendix 2. Distribution map of reptiles inhabiting the Republic of Korea (except for marine species)

o
g
o~

R
a%S
LR
A
v

B ;e e

Scincella huanrenensis

i s s i ' [ o ot s s

Takydromus amurensis Takydromus wolteri Eremias argus



Current Status and Distribution of Korean Reptiles 137

Appendix 2. Continued.
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Coluber spinalis

Amphiesma vibakari ruthveni Sibynophis chinensis Gloydius brevicaudus
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Appendix 2, Continued.
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