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Abstract

The Northwest of Iran, covering the three provinces of
Ardabil, East Azerbaijan and West Azerbaijan, is a
special area that, due to its particular geographical and
climatic conditions has a rich biodiversity. The present
study was conducted with the aim of studying the
habitat, substrate type, feeding, conservation and
distribution of lizardsin this area from 2003 to now. Our
results have revedled that there are 20 lizard species
belonging to 13 genera and 5 families in this area
Lacertid lizards have the highest species diversity with
12 species. We aso found that high ranges of habitats
with a different substrate types are inhabited by lizard
species. The number of species in pine regions
compared with other types of area is considerably
greater. The conservation satus of lizards is unknown
and requires further study.

Keywords: lizard, biodiversity, northwestern Iran,
Lacerta.
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