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PREFACE

Lizards of the family Laccrudac are the most common teptiles in the area
of the Mediterranean basin. Of the 36 species recognized at present, that is inore
than 15% of the extant species recognized for this family (Arnold 1989), some
are occupying vast distribution areas with a considerable varicty of biotopes,
whereas others are restricted to relictual refugias with highly specialized habitat
requitements. The scientific study of the Lacertidae, in this area, dates back to
the end of the 18th century, when Linnaeus (1758; Systema naturae) described
some of them in the first nomenclaturally relevant manner. Eatly milestones of
the study of Mediterranean lacettids wete Bedriaga’s (1886) "Bcltraegc zur
Kenntnis der Lacertidenfamilie” (Abh.senck. naturf. Ges. 14), Mertens’ (1916)

“Studien zur Systematik der Lacertiden” (Betlin), Schreiber’s (1874; 1912)
“Herpetologia europea” (Braunschweig and Jena) and Boulenget’s (1920)
“Monograph of the Lacertidae” (London). Nevertheless, the works on ecology,
biogeography and natural history have only recently known a substantial tise -
and the available data are scattered through a wide range of journals,

monographs and languages so that it sometimes proves quite difficult to gather
the necessary information in order to acquite a global view on a subject. The

lack for synthetic works is distinct. Hete, of course one should mention the work
of Arnold (1973) "Relationships of the Palearctic lizards assigned to the geneta
Lacerta, Podarcis, Algyroides and Psammodromus" (Bull. Brit. Mus.nat. Hist.
25), and Béhme’s (1981; 1984; 1986) “ Hanbuch der Reptilien und Amphibien
Europas” (vol.1 and 2, Wiesbaden) that summarizes all the available
information on the European Lacertidae and, in addition, covers, until its date
of publication, the most important literature on lacertid lizards.

Noone could'expect ot would have expected that the first informal meeting -
of people working with lacertids of the Mediterranean basin, during the First
World Congress of Herpetology in Canterbury in 1989, would result, after only
+ years, in the present book that includes several papets on different topics and
aspects of the biology of some of our favourite animals. However, it is our firm
xhef that we cannot understand lacertid lizards in their biological wholeness
by individual approaches alone. Only with a close international co-operation of
different biological specializations it will be possible to orgamzc our results in
time and space.

All the papers included in this volume wetre presented in the Fqut
International Congress on the Lacertids of the Mediterranean Basin, which was
held in Mytilini on Lesvos island, Greece, in April 1992, Thus, the authors had
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the opportunity to mutually discuss their results and make cross references. We
hope that the result is a volume mote fully integrated than a typical proceedings
book. moreover, before pubhcatlon, each papet was read by two independent =
reviewers. :

In spite of the hctcrogcncily of the topics covered, that actually reflects the
* present trends in the study of Lacettidae and even delincates the future
development, we have tried to organise the book in three main sections. In the
first one (Chapters 1-8) we have included all the works tefetring to the
phylogeny, biogeography and systematics of Meditertanean lacettids. Part 2°
(Chapters 9-16) presents papets that deal with several aspects of ecology and
natural histoty. The fitst one in this section (Chapter 9) is a paper that does tiot
 relate exclusively to the Lacertidae but is an overview. of a lizards ecology.
~ Finally, in the last but not least part (Chapters 17-19) methodological
- problems in thermal ecology, parasitology and conservation biology, arc
examined. ; ; :

We would like to express our sincete thanks to the I'ollowmg colleagues for -
their help during the scientific and linguistic review of manuscripts: Dr. D.
- Bauwens (Belgium), W.Bischoff (Germany), Dr. R.P.Brown (Un.Kingdom),
Dr. W.E.Cooper (U.S.A), Prof. K.Ctimbas (Greece), Dr. H.Grillitsch (Austria),
Dr. A.Haritos (Gteece), Dr. K.Henle (Germany), Prof. M.Karandinos (Greece),
Dr. A.Legakis (Greece), Dr. J.Lluch (Spain), Dr. W.Mayer (Austtia), Dr.
P.Navarro (Spain), Dr. H.-K.Nettmann (Germany), Dr. A.Salvador (Spaln),
Prof. M.Schmid (Germany) and Dr. F.Tiedemann (Austria).

Moteover, for their financial assistance during the congress and the publi-

" cation of this volume, we would like to thank the Ministry of the Aegean
(Greece), the Univetsity of the Aegean (Greece), the Ministry of Industry,
Enecrgy and Technology (Greece), the Deutsch Gesselschaft fiir Herpetologie

und Terratienkunde (Germany), the Municipality of Mytilini (Greece), the
Petfectuty of Lesvos (Gteece) and the Olympic Airways. Finally the assistance
-~ of the Hellenic Zoological Society is gratefully acknowledged.
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