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PREFACE

Lizards of the family Laccrtidae are the host comlnon rcptilcs in Ihe area
of the Medircnanean basin. Ot the 36 species rccognized at prcscnl, rhat is 1nofe
ftan 15% of fte extant spccics recognized for this family (Amold 1989), sornc
are occupying vast dislribution arcas with a considerable varicry of bioropes,
u hereas othcrs aro resttictod 10 relictual rcfugias wi th lighly spccialized habita!
tequirehonts. The scientific study ofthe Laccrridae, i|l this arca, dates back to
:he end ofthe l8th century, when Limaeus (1?58 | Slstema noturae) dAs,cibed
some of them in the fitst nohcnclaturally iolcvamt manner. Early milesloncs of
Jte sludy oI Mediteffanean lacertids werc Bcdriaga's (1886) "Bcirraege zur
Kennlnis der Lacertidentvnilie" (Abh.senck.naturlG€s. l4), Mcrrens' (1916)
'Studien zw Slstematik der Lacertide " (Berlin), Schreibcr's (t974;1912)
Herpetologia europea" (Braunschweig and Jena) and Boulenget's (1920)
]'l onograph afthe Lacettidae" (London). Nevertholcss, the works on ccology,

aiogeography and nalural history have ohly rccently known a substantial riso
:nd the available data are scattored. rhrough a widc tange of joumals,
iiorogmphs and languagcs so that it somctimcs proves quite difficult to gathor
Ge nccessary information in ordcr to acquirc a global view on a subjecl. The
- 3ck for synthetic work is distinct. Hcro, ot course ohe should mention the work
3f Anold (t 973) "Rclatioiships of the Palearcric lizards assigncd to the genera
incerta, Podarcis, Alglroid?s akd Psatmlotlromus" (Bull.Brit.Mus. at.Hist.
:.)1, and Bdhme's (1981;7984i 1986\ " Hanbnch der Reptilien u (l Anphibien
Eiiopas" (vo|.l and 2, Wiesbaden) thar sEmmarizes alL tho available
:rformation on the Buropean Lacertidae and, in addition, covers, until ils date
:fpublication, the mostimpo(ant litelature on lacertid lizards.

No one could expect or would have expected ftat the firsf inforhal meeting
:lpeople working with lacertids of rh€ Medireranean basin, during fio Firsr
$'orld Congicss ofHerpeiology in Canterbury in 1989, would result, alter only
-l yea|s, in the present book that includes sevcral papers on diff('rent topics and
asp€cts of thc biology of some of our favouritc animals. Howevcr, it is our fitfii
r.Lief that we cahno! u[dcrstand lacertid lizards in their bioloeical wholeness
-.. ir d ivirl ual approaches alone. Only wirh a close inremarionaico-operarion of
i.iicrenl biological :,p€cializariors it will be possiblc ro organiTe our rcsults in
jme and space.

All the pape6 indluded in ihis voluho were presented ir rhe First
Lliemational Congress on the Lacertids of the Meditenanean Basin, which was
i..ld in Mytilini on Lesvos island, Cleece, in April 1992, Thus, rhe aurhors had
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the opportunity to mutually discuss theit rcsults and make cross tcfcronccs. we
hope that the rosul! is avolurne rnorc fully intcgmled than a lypical proceedings
book. moreover, bcfore publication, each pag,r was tead by two indcpcndcnt
rcvicwers.

In sf i re olrhe hclcrogcncrly ol  lhc lonrcs covcrc, l .  thr l  aclual ly ref lects lhc
present lrcnds in rhe study uf Lrcertidae and evcn dclincrlcs lhc ftrlurc
developmcht, we have tried to organise tho book ih three maill scctions. In the
Ii6t one (Chapters 1-8) we have included all the work refcrring lo the
phylogeny, biogeography and systcmatics ot Mcditnranean lacertids. Part 2
(Chapters 9-16) prescn$ papots that deal wilh soveml aspects of ecology and
natural history. The first one in this scclion (Chaptet 9) is a papcr that does not
relato oxclusivoly to the Lacertidac but is an overview of a lizatds ccology
Finally, in the last bui not lsast part (Chapters 17-19) methodologicul
problems in thcrmal ocology, parasitology and conse&ation biology, are
examinc.l.

Wc would like ro cxpressoursinccre lhanltslo lh( lollorving colleagues for
their help during the scientific and linguistic review of manuscripts: Dr. D.
Bauwens (Belgium), w.Bischoff (Germany), Dr. R.P.Brown (Un Kingdoln),
Dr. W.E.Coopet (U.s.A), Prof. K.Ctimbas (Gteece), Dr. H.Grillitsch (Austria),

Dr. A.Hatitos (Gre€ce), Dr. K.Henle (Germany),Prof. M Kaiandinos (Greece),

Dr. A.Legakis (Grcece), Dr. J,Lluch (Spain), Dr. WMayet (Auslria), Dr.
P.Navaro (Spain), Dr. H.-K.Nelttnatn (Gcmany), Dt. A.Salvador (Spain),

Prof. M.Schmid (Germany) and Dr. F.Tiedornann (Auslrio).

Moteover, for their financial assistance during the congross and thc publi_

cation of this volume, \rc would like to thank lho Ministry of thc Aegean
(Greece), thb University of lhe Aegean (Gree.e), thc Ministty of It\dusfy,
En(rgy and Technology (Greccc). rhe Deutsch Ccssclscha fi .fijr HerFclologir
und Tenarienkunde (Cermany).  thc Municipal i ty of  Myl i l in i  {Grccce),  Ihc
Perlectury of Lesvos (Greece) and the OlymDic Aitways. Finally tho assistance
of tle Hellenic Zoological socioly is gratefully acloowledged.

Alhens, Bonn, Alicanto, July 1993

The editots: Efstratios Valakos
Wolfgang Biihrne
valcntin Pdrez-Mellado
Panagiota Maragou


