
INTRODUCTION

Podarcis siculus (Rafinesque-Schmaltz,

1810) s.l. is considered among the Mediterranean

Lacertid lizards the species more adapted to

inhabit a wide variety of habitats (Corti et al.,

2011). The distribution area of P. siculus includes

Italy, Corsica and the coastal regions of Croatia,

Slovenia and Montenegro.

Naturalized populations have been found in

Spain and Balearic Islands, Portugal, France,

Turkey, Tunisia, Libia and United States. This

highly polytypic species is represented in Lazio

by ssp. campestris De Betta, 1857 (Capula &

Ceccarelli, 2003).

In Italy, this lizard generally occurs in low-

land and coastal areas, and also in anthropized

areas such as urban park of large towns. It is

found from sea level up to 1000 m and excep-

tionally up to 2200 m (Mount Etna, Sicily) (Tur-

risi & Vaccaro, 2001; Corti et al., 2011).

This species is often sympatric with Podar-
cis muralis (Laurenti, 1768), occupying sunny

and more exposed microhabitats respect to this

latter; also, no interspecific competition seems

to occur between these species (Bologna et al.,

2007). However, in some urban environments

has been observed as the communities of

Podarcis muralis e P. siculus are organized

through specific ecological needs of each

species rather than by species interactions

(Capula et al., 1993).

Many studies have focused the feeding

habits of P. siculus; the results showed that its

preys spectrum can be interested by significant

variations in relation to the different environ-

mental contexts (Corti & Lo Cascio, 2002). It

preys upon invertebrates and mainly insects,

but occasionally vegetal matter and small ver-

tebrates can complete the diet. Some studies

have showed that most of Italian Lacertids eat

really all the occurring invertebrates in their

habitats in proportion on their availability

(Scali et al., 2008).

Other studies (Lo Cascio & Capula, 2011) on

Podarcis raffonei (Mertens, 1952) from

Scoglio Faraglione (Aeolian Archipelago, NE

Sicily) indicate that diet composition is not

directly influenced by prey availability and tem-

poral prey abundance  and that this species can

operate a hierarchical choice within the range of

prey items constituting its prey spectrum. 

Several cases of partial and/or true cannibal-

ism have been reported in literature for this

species  (see e.g. Mertens, 1934; Kramer, 1946;

Ouboter, 1981; Burke & Mercurio, 2002).
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Figure 1. Specimen of Podarcis siculus campestris (adult male) to prey a
young of the same species (Tolfa’s Mountains, Lazio, Italy, July 2011).

RESULT AND CONCLUSIONS

On 17th July 2011, at 10.46 a.m. on Tolfa’s

Mountains, Lazio (Italy), two of the Authors have

surprised and photographed an adult male of Ital-

ian wall lizard during predation against a young

conspecific. After attacking the small lizard on

hind legs, limiting its mobility and preventing its

escape, the predator carried away the prey in

order to consume it hidden in a near bush (Fig. 1). 

Recently, Cattaneo (2005) stated adult Podar-
cis siculus feed on the eggs and young of the

same species and also the congener Podarcis
muralis nigriventris Bonaparte, 1836; Capula &

Aloise (2011) reported two unusual cases of pre-

dation, respectively, of a young conspecific and

of a small-sized gecko Hemidactylus turcicus
(Linnaeus, 1758); in the same paper is also given

the photo of a P. siculus retaining in the mouth a

dead specimen of Suncus etruscus (Savi, 1822)

(Mammalia, Soricidae). 

The observation contained in this work is a

further contribution to the knowledge of canni-

balism in Podarcis siculus and allows to confirm

both the reports by Cattaneo (2005) and also by

Capula & Aloise (2011).


