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The measurements and description of a new specimen of the Formosan ground

: lizard, Platyplacopus kuehnei (Van Denburgh) collected from Taipei in 1977, were
given. Platyplacopus kuehnei which has been mistakenly named Takydromus kuehnei
since 1909 should be rectified. A revised key is given for the family Lacertidae in

Taiwan.

"{Yjakydromus kuehnei, a ground lizard, was
colle{‘ﬁted and named by Van Denburgh in 1909
in Taiwan and placed it in the family Lacer-
tidae'®, Boulenger® noticed that the ground
lizard had a significant difference in the digit
structure from the genus Takydromus, and su-
ggested that a new genus Platyplacopus be used

in its stead. However, many authors who have
been unable to ascertain its correct status be-

cause no specimen has been found since 1909,
continued to name the ground lizard Takydromus
kuehnei(®:4:8,7),

We collected one specimen of Platyplacopus
kuehnei from Wai-shuang-hsi, Taipei, whose

digit structure was different from that of
Takydromus septentrionalis and  Takydromus

formosanus. Since Platyplacopus kuelnei has been

mistakenly named Takydronmus kuehnei and has
not been found since 1909, we describe the

characteristics of this ground lizard, P. kuehnei,
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and the differences between the genera Takydro-
mus and Platyplacopus. A key is also given for
the family Lacertidae in Taiwan.

According to Boulenger® and Pope®, the
Formosan ground lizard occurred in Taiwan and
in northern parts of Kuangtung. The Kuang-
tung ground lizard, Takydromus chinensis Vogt,
191449, appeared similar to the Formosan
ground lizard P. kuehnei. Furthermore, Kuro-
da® also found a subspecies of the Formosan
ground lizard in the central parts of the Hai-nan
Island. In Taiwan, P. kuehnei had been collected
from Kuantzuling (Kuanshirei) and Taipei (Tai-
peh)®,

A revised key for lacertid lizards in Tai-
wan and the description and measurements of
P. kuehnei are given as follows:

Family LACERTIDAE

Key for Identification of Lacertid Lizard in
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Taiwan.

1. Distal joint of digits continuous with the preced-
ing ones, not compressed proximally (Plate 1)

o (Takpdromus) .o ovvveiveiiienieiioienanns 2
Distal joint of digits not continuous with the
preceding ones, compressed proximally with

an angle (Plate 2)........ Platyplacopus kuehnei
2. Submental shields, three pairs................ 3
Submental shields, four pairs......... T. sauteri

3. Femoral pore, one on each side..T. septentrionalis

Femoral pore, two on each side. ... T. formosarus
The Description and Measurements of

Platyplacopus kuehnei.

Platyplacopus kuehnei (Van Denburgh)
Takydronus kuehnei Van Denburgh, 1909, Proc.
Calif. Acad. Sci., (4) III, p. 50®.
Takydromus chinensis Vogt, 1914,. Sitzber. Ges.
Nat. Freunde Berlin, p. 98¢0,
Platyplacopus kuehnei Boulenger, 1917, Mem. Asiat.
Soc. Bengal, V, p. 232, PL. XLVII®.

Plate 1. Digit structure of Takydromus
septentrionalis.

Plate 2. Digit structure of Platyplacopus kuehnei.

Description: Four pairs of chin-shields, the
two anterior in contact in the middle. Nostril
situated between four shields. Rostral not
touching the nostril and fronto-nasal; fronto-
nasal and prefronatals a little longer than broad;
frontal with a medial keel, as long as the fronto-
parientals, 13 times as long as broad; inter-
pariental 13 times as long as broad, separated
into three parts. Four supraoculars, first very
small, second and third equal, forth small;

temporal scales very small, granular and keeled;
and enlarged anterior upper temporal, not in
contact with the fourth supraocular.

Dorsal plates truncate behind, in six to seven
longitudinal series and all plates keeled; ventral
plates in six longitudinal rows, only the outer
keeled. Sides minutely granulated.

Upper surface of limbs with rhombic keeled
scales. Five femoral pores on each side.
Twenty-five lamellar scales under the fourth toe
of right hind foot.

Caudal scales strongly keeled and shortly
mucronate.

Measurements:
(A) (B)

Snout to vent length............. 59.2mm 60 mm
Tail length....oovvieiuviineneness 41.2% 120<
Greatest width of head............ 7.7 9
Snout to the anterior edge of

the EYe..ivuiteivererenenranneens 7.0 —_
Snout to the posterior edge of

the @ar...cvveveririnennrecsones 15.3 —
Fore leg length from axilla...... 22.0 - 23
Hind leg length from groin...... 30.5 32

Foot length..ceeveiiinaaeiannnens 16.3 17
A: our specimen, male. :
B: Boulenger’s specimen, male.
*. Tail broken, and with 2.1 mm regenerated
tail.
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