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Darevsky (1957a) described a new subspecies of rock lizard named in honor of the eminent Georgian biologist
Dr. Rostombekov, Lacerta saxicola rostombekowi. The taxon is now known to be a parthenogenetic species
and is now referred to as Lacerta rostombekovi. The original spelling of Rostombekov’s rock lizard was
based on the transliteration of the Russian character “B” to a “w.” This spelling appears on several pages
in the original publication (Darevsky, 1957a), including the description (p. 35), tables of scale characteristics
(p. 37, 53), figures (Fig. 4, p. 34; Plate 2: Figi 5,936 Fg: 6 p.3%8: Fig. 13, p. 54), text (p. 47, 51, 54),
map (unnumbered fold out page), key (p. 49), and the Armenian summary (p. 56). The original spelling was
retained in the monumental paper which first documented parthenogenesis in reptiles (Darevsky, 1958), and
elsewhere (Darevsky, 1957b). However, in subsequent transliterations the Russian character appears as a “‘v,”
the spelling changed to rostombekovi by Darevsky (Darevskii, 1967) to parallel more recent transliterations of
Russian.

Such spelling differences owing to transliterations remain common. For example, Academician Ilya Darev-
sky’s name, as recognized today, has appeared in various forms, including Darevskii (Darevskii, 1967) and
Ilja Darevski (Gans et al., 1987), among other combinations and citations. The spelling transliteration of
rostombekowi was not a clerical or typographical error. Subsequent to Darevsky’s (Darevskii, 1967) review of
the rock lizards, all authors have used this changed spelling. Indeed, the original spelling has not appeared
in synonymies. Unfortunately, according to Article 32 (¢, 1) of the Code, (International Union of Biological
Sciences, 1985), this change in spelling from rostombekowi to rostombekovi does not fall into the category of
a “correction of an incorrect original spelling” because changes to correct transliterations, that is to correct for
the use of a “w” as opposed to a “v,” are disallowed. Consequently, the correct spelling of Rostombekov’s
rock lizard is Lacerta rostombekowt.
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