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REPTILES OF SOKOTRA.

Reptiles.

The collection of Reptiles brought home by Mr. Ogilvie-Grant and
Dr. H. O. Forbes usefully supplements those previously made by Professor
[. B. Balfour and Dr. Riebeck, the former of which was reported upon by
Drs. Giinther and Blanford, the latter by the late Professor Peters. It shows
that the field was still far from being exhausted, when six species, one of
which proves to be referable to a new genus, could be described as new.

The present account is divided into two chapters, the first dealing with
Sokotra, the second with Abd-el-Kuri, a small island between Cape Guardafui
and Sokotra, the fauna of which had not previously been explored.

The vicinity of Sokotra to both Somaliland and Southern Arabia would,
@ priori, imply a close affinity with the faunas of both these countries, so
similar to each other. This, however, is not the case, and although the
Sokotran reptiles show, of course, an entirely Africo-Arabian general character,
it is surprising to find the great majority of the species, and as many as three
genera out of thirteen, to be endemic. This, together with the absence of
many a species common to both neighbouring coasts (Pristurus crucifer, P,
Savipunctatus, Acanthodactylus boskianus, Chalcides ocellatus, Zamenis rhodorhachis,
&e.), which cannot be accounted for by the physical conditions of the island,
clearly proves Sokotra to have been isolated for a very long period.

The complete absence, so far as we know, of Batrachians is another
remarkable feature which this island shares with many others.

On Abd-el-Kuri, besides marine Chelonians, only three species—Geckos—
were discovered ; two of these belong to undescribed species, whilst the third
is common to Sokotra and Arabia.

I.—The Reptiles of Sokotra.

SQUAMATA.
LACERT ILIA

Pristurus, Rupp.
1. Pristurus insignis, Blanford.

Pristurus insignis, Blanford, Proe. Zool. Soc., 1881, p. 466, pl. xlii. fig. 1
Bouleng. Cat. Liz. i. p. 53 (1885).

GECKONIDA.

Habit slender, very similar to that of the Iguanoid lizards of the genus
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diameter of the orbit.  Limbs long, the hind limh when stretched
forwards reaching the ear or hetween the shoulder and the ear ; digits
long and slender; 23 to 26 lamellie under the fourth toe.  Snout
covered with rather large polygonal convex scales, the remainder of
the head, the body, and the limbs with very small granules; the
granules on the helly longer than those on the back, but smaller than
the scales on the snout.  Rostral at least twice as broad as deep, with
median cleft above ; nostril pierced between the rostral and two or
three scales; 6 to 8 upper and 4 to 6 lower labials ; symphysial very
large, very variable in shape, rounded or truncate behind, with
straight, convex, or concave sides, its posterior horder in contact with
2 to 5 scales.  Tail longer than head and body, slender, compressed,
keeled above and bheneath ; in adult males with intact tails, both keels
denticulate, the upper even forming a veritable crest, which, how-
ever, never extends to the body ; in females, as well as in some males
in which the tail has been regenerated, the crest is very feeble.
Coloration extremely variable ; upper parts greyish, brownish, or
reddish, with lighter and darker markings ; the light markings usually
in the form of small round spots, the dark ones disposed as transverse
spots, longitudinal stripes, or in elegant network ; a dark streak on
the side of the head, passing through the eye, is constantly present ;
a yellow or orange vertebral stripe, which is absent or but feebly
marked in the Arabian and Abd-el-Kuri specimens, is usually sharply
defined ; a whitish lateral streak is frequently present, extending from
the upper lip to above the hind limh. Lower parts white, gular region
often spotted or reticulated with blackish ; hrick-red dots sometimes
present on the belly and sides.
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This little Gecko has a rather wide distribution, heing known from the
island of Karrack, near Bushire, in the Persian Gulf, from Muscat and
the Hadramaut in Arabia, and from Sokotra. J. A. Murray also
records it from Sind.  On Sokotra it occurs everywhere in great
abundance, and numerous specimens were collected on Hadibu Plain
at Dahamis, Jena-agahan, Homhil, and Adho Dimellus, thus from se:
level to an altitude of 4500 feet. The colour variations to which I
have alluded above are in no way dependent on the localities. The
specimens brought home by Professor Balfour were likewise very
variable in this respect.
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they are in contact.  Body covered, above and helow, with uniform,
flat, smooth, juxtaposed granules, as large as or a little larger than the
larger granules on the snout.  Tail cylindrical, tapering to an obtuse
point, slightly prehensile, covered with uniform flat granules arrangecl
in rings.  Grey-brown above, with small dark brown markings usually
disposed in pairs or forming narrow cross-hars on the back ;: roundish
white spots, which form regular cross-bars in the young, are sometimes
preserved in the adult; a dark streak from behind the eye to above
the ear ; intact tail with pale cross-bars, reproduced tail streaked with
dark brown; lower parts white, throat sometimes spotted with brown.

Total length......255 millim. Fore limb ........ 48 millim.
Head o s D4 B Hind limb........ ORI
Width of head... 28 UM S e 30
Bady-di i er e 9l |

This species, the largest known in the genus Phylloductylus, was discovered
in Sokotra by Dr. E. Riebeck.  Several specimens were obtained by
Mr. Grant and Dr. Forbes at Homhil and Adho Dimellus.

[Most of the specimens brought home were captured in holes in the
partially decayed stems of large trees (mostly Boswellia). One
individual was found under a large stone in the bed of the river to
the south of Adho Dimellus.  These large Geckos are very muscular
and extremely tenacious of life.  When placed in the strongest Spirit
of Wine they continued to struggle violently for fully a quarter of an
hour, and it was painful to watch their efforts to escape. The species

4. Phyllodactylus trachyrhinus, Bouleng. (Plate ix. fig. 1).
Phyllodactylus trachyrhinus, Bouleng., Bull. Liverp. Muss., ii., 1899, p. 4.

Snout short, broadly rounded, covered with large sub-conical tubercles
adherent to the skull ; forehead convex : ear-opening small; round,
its distance from the eye equal to the length of the snout. Limbs
rather short ; digits short, depressed, with well developed distal
expansions, and a series of transversely enlarged lamellar scales on
the lower surface. Scales on the head much larger than on the
body, gradually decreasing in size on the occiput ; rostral completely
divided into two shields, which are not larger than the adjacent
labials ; nostril between the first labial and two small nasals : 8 to 10
upper and 9 lower labials ; symphysial small, trapezoid, not larger
than the adjacent labials ; a series of small shields bordering the
symphysial and the anterior lower labials. Body covered, above
and below, with uniform, flat, smooth, juxtaposed granules, smallest
on the sides.  Tail thick, cylindrical, prehensile, covered with
uniform flat granules arranged in rings. Pale brownish above, with
blackish marblings ; a black streak on each side of the head, passing
through the eye ; white heneath.
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described as H. isolepis (Proc. Zool. Soc., 1895, p. 531, pl. xxix.,
fig. 1).

[Fairly common, found under rocks and stones generally in the dry beds
of the streams.— /)" 1.0.G.]

6. Hemidactylus pumilio, nom. nor. (Plate x. fig. 1).
Hemidactylus pwmilus (non Hallow.), Bouleng., Bull. Liverp. Muss., ii.,
18997 p. 6.

Head elongate, nearly twice as long as broad ; snout rounded, longer
than the distance between the eye and the ear-opening, once and a
half the diameter of the orbit; forehead slightly concave; ear-
opening small, oval. Body and limbs moderate. Digits short, free,
with very short distal joint, moderately dilated ; inner digit with
sessile claw ; 4 lamelle under the inner digit, 6 under the fourth
finger, 7 or 8 under the fourth toe. Head covered with uniform
granules, which are larger on the snout ; rostral tetragonal, nearly
twice as broad as deep, with median cleft above ; nostril pierced
between the rostral and 4 small scales; 8 or 9 upper and 6 to 8
lower labials ; symphysial triangular, twice as long as the adjacent
labials ; 4 chin-shields, inner pair largest and forming a suture behind
the symphysial. Body covered above with fine granules intermixed
with small round or oval feebly keeled tubercles disposed irregularly.
Ventral scales small, eycloid, imbricate, smooth. Male with an angular
series of 5 or 6 praanal pores. Tail cylindrical, tapering, covered
with small flat scales, above with transverse series of pointed
tubercles ; no transversely enlarged scales below. Pale brown or
buft above, with or without small hrown spots ; a dark brown streak
on each side of the head, passing through the eye ; white beneath.

Total length ......53 millim. Fore limb ......... 7 millim.
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Several specimens from Dahamis (350 ft.) and Jena-agahan (1200-2500
ft.). :

[This little Gecko was only met with on the lower and middle slopes
of the Haghier range. The specimens collected were all found under
the boulders and stones in or near the dry beds of streams.—//".£.0.6.]

7. Hemidactylus granti, Bouleng. (Plate x. fig. 3).
Hemidactylus granti, Bouleng., Bull. Liverp. Muss., ii., 1899, p. 4.
Closely allied to H. mabuia, Mor. Head regularly oviform ; snout
longer than the distance between the eye and the ear-opening, once
and a half the diameter of the orbit; forehead concave; ear-opening

* In describing this species I overlooked H. pumilus, Hallowell, 1860, a probable
synonym of H. frenatus, D. & B. I have therefore changed the name to H. pumilio.
6



















































Lwverp. Mus.; Rep.Sokotra Exped. PL.VIIL.

J.Green del. et lith. Mintern Bros.imp.

BELYLLODACTYLUS RIEBECKIL.
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J.Green del et Lith Mintern Bros.imp.

1. PHYLLODACTYLUS TRACHYRHINUS.
2. HEMIDACTYLUS FORBESII .






Liverp. Mus.; Rep.Sokotra Exped. FL.X,

JGreen del et Lith. Mintern Bros.imp

1. HEMIDACTYLUS PUMILIO. 2. H.OXYRHINUS.
3.H.GRANTI.






Lwverp Mus ; Rep.Sokotra Eaxcped.. PLAT.

J.Green del et lith

Mintern Bros.imp

1.PARACHALCIDES SOCOTRANUS.
2.GLAUCONIA FILIFORMIS 3.G.MACRURA.



