
Reptilia: Squamata: Lacertoidea: Lacertidae: Acanthodactylus

^4c an t h o da c ty lus tagh itens is

Gr,Nrnz 6r FouceRT, r99t

Common names: Täghit Fringe-fingered Lizard (E), Acantho-
jacryle de Täghit (F), Lagartija de Täghit (S).

Range: Algeria and Mauritania.

Distribution in Morocco: Acanthodactylus taghitensis has an al-

lopatric distribution with respect to A. aurezs. It has apparently

never been recorded from Morocco with certainry. However, in

.\pril zoi7, the species was observed in Mauritania between Fderik

.rnd Bir MoghreTn at four localities along the Moroccan border,

:he nearest ones within 5 kilometres of the border, in a habitat

similar to that seen with binoculars on the other side. Based on

:his, the presence of the Taghit Fringe-fingered Lizard is highly
.ikely in the Moroccan Atlantic Sahara.

.{ltitude: About zzo-z5o m.

ldentification: A medium-sizedlizard (reaching 7 cm SVL and

:pproximarcly zz cm total length) strongly resembling Acantho-

r/actylus Aureus, especially by possessing greatly elongated 4'r' sup-

ralabials resulting from the fusion of the 4'r'and 5'h ones, and the

tiont slightly concave. Like in A. aureu.r, there are 4 or 6 inter-

rLrpted lines of whitish dashes superimposed on the longitudinal

dark dorsal stripes. This pattern disappears in old individuals and

is replaced by reddish brown reticulation or isolated dots. The

snout is a little less pointed than in A. aureu.i. Unlike in the lat-

ter species, the dorsal scales are enlarged and strongly carinated,

rwice as big on the back as on the flanks, with an abrupt transi-

tion between the large dorsal scales and the small flank scales.

The juvenile pattern of A. taghitensis is still unknown.
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Reptilia: Sqrrrrrrratrr: Laccrtoiclcrt: l-.tccrticl.rc: Ac,uttltor/tct_1tf 11t, Athrtnhctrtt

Habitat: Acrtntllodrlct.\tfi6 trtgltitansis ilppears to be tl're least satrci-

-.ri cllirrg mernber of the A. scutellatrlj sroup. It I'ns been fbr.rnci

n hard soils witl-r coarse sarnd fbrming snrall mounds. In sr-rch

-.,.:es, l. taghitansis mav be sr''mpatric with l. dumeri/ii.Itr lirrser

-rLines, A. tnghiterzszl'seerns to be completelv replaced by A. du-

:rilii or A. longipes.

Biology: A rarell'observed dir-rrr-ral species knorvn fiom abor.rt

, localities. At each olthese, most often ot-ilv one specimetr u,as

.;cn. Durine a tri;'r to Mrruritania in April zor7, we (Pierre-Andrd

r ROCHL,'r', C)livier Psvnp and Philippe GEstnz) cor-rnted 19 l.
i:r,ttt:rilii, t5 A, boskinluls, 7 A. longipes arnd 4 A. tagltitetzszr'alons

.rc Moroccan Atlantic Sahara border between Choun'r and Bir
l .,l()ghl'cl11.

Renrarks: Acatttl,odnct_yfv5 mgltircttsis is the sister species of l.
:;'(r!i. Horvever, rvhilc the nvo species rvere rhought to be close-

rclatecl, they are ge neticirlly vcr\r diltferer-rt, rvith :r clivergence

:rc estinrated rrt Io rnillion vears (T,rl,rAR r'l al. zoß).

,* /\

Fig. 48I: Acatttltocltel.l,: trtgltircttsis, close-upr of dor.sa.l scrrles. too knt

southivest of Bir N'loghrcin, Mrruritrrnirr. P. (lr,Nttz

:t .4

ll.
|} .'$iffi

4L
?. ,l^-ri:&

.#

,.#

*,

,.j

\*'
tt

tltt'

.d*.#
,

J
a:f

_j.-

,a

'i

&

,b

*.

Fig. 482: Athrttoltcct'tt tr/rattt.sk.1,i, fcnrrrle olthe "tttr/rctrtsk.1,i" cleclc. C)r,rkairt-redclt. l\'l . Bnnnoxr.eu


