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OIr THE

LACtrRTID -äI ,

4.. PHILOC}IORTUS.

Latastia, part., Bou1eug. Cat.Lia. iii, p. 54 (188i).
Pltiloclnrtu,s, Matschie, SitzLr. Ges. Nir,t. Fr'. Bcrl. 189:3, p. 30;

Bouleug. Proc. ZooI. Soc. 1917, p. 145.

Heacl-shielcls normal, saye for the occasional absence
of the interparietal. I{ostril piercecl betrveen two shields
ancl borclerecl by the first upper labial or narrowl;'
separated. from iü. Lorver eyelid. scaly, often more
or less transpärent in the rnidclle. Collar rvell rnarkecl.
Back rvith two to six longituclinal series of large plate-
like scales I ventral plates feebly imbricate, rvith trun-
cate posterior border, smoot'h. Digits more or less

compressed, with smooth or keeled lamellar scales
inferiorly. Femoral pores. Tail long, cylinclrical.

Southern Arabia, Eritrea, Somalilancl.

This genus differs from Lacerta and Latastia in the lougitudiual
series of eularged plate-lilie scales ou the bacli, au rlpproximation to
ühe conditiou iu Porontera, Tacluyclronnts, and Holaspis.

In all ühe species the parietal forameu is abseut, and a few small
teeth are usually preseuü ou the pterygoids.

The subdigital lamelh va,ry accordiug to iudividuals; they are
usually srnooth or with trvo series of obtuse tubercles ; souretimes,
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2 Lacerticltc.

however, the tubercles form obtusc lieels, and in a fernale of P. neumanni
there is a rather sharp licel aloug the nriclclle. Steindachner has.

already observecl that of the two üypes of P.Itardeggeri onc has the
subdieital lamelir distinctly lieeled, whilst in the other thc lieels are
scarcely iudicatecl.

The species grouped uuclcr this genus thus afford auother arqumeut
against thc unnatural divisiou of thc Lacertidm into ürvo main
groups, Liotlactyli aud. P'risticluctyli, itccorcling to the abseuce ol'
presence of Jieels on the lower surface of the cligits, which the state

of things iu Psummoclronur,s and Sccclttira had already led rne to
abaudon.

Synopsis oJ' tln 81icctcs,

I. Dorsrll platcs smoobh or very feebly keelccl; interpalietal usually abscnt or
separatetl from the occipital by the palictals rneeting in the rniddle;
usually {. upper.lal:inls zlntcriol t<l t}re subocular; 11 to 15 femoral pores

on each sitle.
30 to 46 dorsal plates and scalos &closs the micldle of the bocly ;

hind limb not rel,ching thc ea,r' ; foot 1] to 1,i times length of
P. sptinalis, Peters, p. 3.

28 or 30 clorsal pl:r,tes ancl seales across the nricldle of tire body;
hind limb rerlching the ear; foot 1S tirnes lcngth of heacl.

?. pliillips'ii, Rlgr., p. 5.

II. Dorsal plrrtes ruore or Iess strougly, rrlrcly fcelily kocrlcd; intcrparicta,I
in contact rvith the occipital or separttecl from it lly a srnall shielcl;
usually 5 upper labials anterior to the suboculnr.

:18 to -1.2 rlorsal plate.s ancl scales &closs the rnidclle of the body;
12 to 14 large kecled. seales in a transverse series ltetu'een
the hincl limbs ; snpr&oculars in contrct rvith the frontal;
29 to 134 gulal scales in a longituclinal selies ; 14. to 16

femoral pores on each sicle; :13 to 35 lamellar seales under
the fourbh toe . . P. neu,nrann'i, Matsch., p. 7.

33 to 4.0 clorsnl platcs rrnd sca,lcs lcross thc nricltlle of the borly;
12 to 18 Inrge keelecl scales in a transvclsc scries bctrvecn
thc hincl limbs; supr&oculars in conttrct rvith the frontal ;

21 to 28 gull,r' scales iu a longituclinnl series ; 12 to 18

femoral poles on eaeh sicle ; 24 to 30 liltrtcllnr scales uncler
the fourth toc . I'. itttermedritr,s, lllgr., p. 9.

24 to 30 dorsal plates and scales across the middle of the
bocly; I lieelecl plates in n transverse series between the
hind liml:s ; supr&oculars usnally'isparatccl from thc flontal
by rr selics of grannles; 25 to 2tj gular serules in ru lonsi-
tuclirrnl series; 11 to liJ fcrnorer,l poreson etch siclc; 25 to 31

lamellar scales rurcler the foulth toe P.lnrtleggeli, Stdr., p. 12.


