
Reptilia: Squamata: Lacertoidea: Lacertidae : Acanthodactylus

Ä

Acanthodactylus boshianus (DauorN, r8oz)

Common names: Bosk's Fringe-fingered Lizard (E), Acantho-

dacryle rugueux (F), Lagartija rugosa (S).

Range: Extensive distribution in arid regions of the Maghreb,

rhe sahara Desert and Sahel, Arabia and the Middle East from

the Atlantic coast to western Iran, reachingTürkey in the north.

Distribution in Morocco: tWidespread east, south and west of
the High Atlas Mountains, including the Atlantic sahara. via
the Moulouya valley, it reaches the Mediterranean coasr from

Nador to the Algerian border where it is common on beaches and

where it has almost entirely replaced Acanthodactylus erythrurus

which was common at the end of the last century. In the Atlantic

Sahara, it reaches the coast through dry wadis while in steppes

and beaches only A. Aureus, A. margaritae or A. busacki occur.

Altitude: o-r,8oo m.

Identification: Large size for the genus, reaching a total maxi-

mum size of up to zt cm. Four supraocular scales' Large, flat and

strongly keeled dorsal scales, particularly on the back. Ground

colour reddish-brown sometimes uniformly whitish (old males),

rypically with dark longitudinal lines. Juveniles apPear shiny,

with five broad continuous black stripes on a straw-coloured
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ground colour and usually have a red tail (some individuals have

a blue tail).

Habitat: Present in a wide variery of habitats including slightly

sandy areas and steppes, and dry dayas surrounded by dunes where

it replaces members of the Acanthodactylus scutellatus group. In

certain regions where other Acanthodactylus species are wide-

spread, A. boskianzs is restricted to wadi beds, especially along

the Atlantic coast.
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Fig. 44o: Acanthodactlyus boskianus, portrait. Täntan. R. LsöN Mcene
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Biology': L)ir-rrnal s;recies. Likc other nrentbers of this qL'llLl\.

sper-rds much of tl're c]ay basking attcl ,rrouttcl bLrshes hLrlrri:--

activel\'.

Remarks: Act t t tl,odacT, I trs ltos k i at t us probably represellts rl spc! i -

conrplex. lt is paraphvletic x'irh respect to ,4 scltreihcriBol't.t "'
cER, r878 and shorvs l-riglt qenctic ,rr-rcl rlorpl-roloeical vari,rbilr:

over its exterrsive distribution raltgc, rvith gene f-lou.' be t.t..
geographic clusters of popr,rlations (Tilrt'\tt ct dl. zor4).-l-ht \l
roccllrl specintetrs studied, irtclr-rdirtg tl'rclse fl'on'r tl're Atlatltic \ ,

hara, frill in rt lrrrge gepetic clacle together rvitl-r poptrlittiotts f t,'

Aleeria irncl parts of Ttrrti.sia, Libya attd Mauritrrtlirl.
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445: Actrttlnr/tcr,lrrs ltoslti,rtrrr-i, iuvenile fl'orl the Rekktrnr.

(). Jrrrr-.r..r'-;z- Ront-r..s (A), ('. M'rn'l'iNr.z- ttr-t- N'linrtor- (B)
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Fig. 447: Äcarttlrodtt.l'lrrs ltoslti,trl//i, Pregllilllt fi'nl.rlc. ()ttarzaz:ltc. (1. Nl,rnlf,'-F,1, Dbl. N1inrttI


