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HERPTILE 12 ( 4 ) 

HERPETOPAUNA OF CRETE 

D. T. Snowden 
2 E a s t Close 
Keyworth 
Notts . 

I n t r o d u c t i o n 

W h i l s t h o l i d a y i n g on the Greek I s l a n d of C r e t e between 22nd June 
and 6th J u l y 1987, i t was p o s s i b l e t o e x p l o r e the v a r i o u s 
t e r r a i n ' s and h a b i t a t s around the " p i c t u r e - p o s t c a r d " town 
of Agios Nikolaos f o r the l o c a l herpetofauna. Arnold and 
Burton ( 1 9 7 8 ) l i s t f i f t e e n s p e c i e s of amphibians and r e p t i l e s 
which occur on the i s l a n d . 

Geography 

Crete i s Greece's southernmost and l o n g e s t i s l a n d and the 
f o u r t h l a r g e s t i n the Mediterranean a f t e r S i c i l y , S a r d i n i a 
and Cyprus c o v e r i n g some 5148 sq Km. C r e t e o f f e r s b e a u t i f u l 
and c o n t r a s t i n g landscapes from mountain ranges and v a l l e y s 
to wide open p l a i n s and p l a t e a u x . The c l i m a t e i s t y p i c a l 
Mediterranean w i t h hot, sunny dry summers, and m i l d w i n t e r s . 
Temperatures i n June and J u l y reach 30-33°C. 

Amphibians 
Although no s p e c i e s were a c t u a l l y seen f r o g s could be heard 
from a d i s t a n c e , c a l l i n g a t a s m a l l pond l o c a t e d a t K r i s t a 
and the f a m i l i a r sound of amphibians dropping i n t o the water 
when I approached the s i t e was a l s o a s i g n of t h e i r presence. 
Species thought to occur on the i s l a n d a r e : 

1 . Green t o a d ( B u f o v i r i d i s ) 
2. Common t r e e f r o g (Hyla arborea) 
3 . Marsh or l a k e f r o g ( E a n a ridibundai 

R e p t i l e s 
1. Moorish gecko(Ta ventola mauritanica) 

S e v e r a l of these l i z a r d s were seen both on the 
o u t s i d e w a l l s of b u i l d i n g s i n the r e s o r t s and i n dry 
stone w a l l s a t an a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s i t e c a l l e d L a t o . 

2. Mediterranean Chameleon (Chamaeleo chamaeleon) 
Only one of these unique l i z a r d s was seen, basking - one 
metre o f f the ground - i n an a r e a of bushes about 500m 
ea s t of L a t o . 
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3 . B a l k a n green l i z a r d (Laoerta t r i l i n e a t a ) 
Three a d u l t s and one j u v e n i l e were seen i n a s m a l l 
c l e a r i n g i n the same a r e a as the Chameleon. 

4. O c e l l a t e d Skink (Ch.alaid.es o a e l l a t u s ) 
These were seen i n scrub a r e a behind the beach of a 
s m a l l cove near to M a l i a . 

5. Dice Snake (Natvix t e e s e l l a t a ) 
Only one, 60-70 cm specimen - p o s s i b l y female - of 
t h i s snake was seen basking a t the edge of a s m a l l 
plant-choked pond. S u r p r i s i n g l y , the snake allowed me 
to approach w i t h i n three metres of i t s p o s i t i o n before 
r e t r e a t i n g i n t o the pond. 

Remaining s p e c i e s l i s t e d by Arnold and Burton: 
6 . S t r i p e - n e c k e d t e r r a p i n - Mauremys easpiaa 
7. T u r k i s h gecko - Hemidactylus t u r e i c u s 
8 . Kotschy's Gecko - Cyvtodaatylue k o t s c h y i 
9 . E r h a r d ' s W a l l l i z a r d - Vodavais e r h a v d i i 

1 0 . B a l k a n Whip Snake - Coluber gemonensis 
1 1 . Lepoard Snake - Elaphe s i t u l a 
1 2 . Cat snake - Telesoopus f a l l a x 

Summary 
During a 14 day s t a y on the i s l a n d of C r e t e , f i v e of the 
f i f t e e n s p e c i e s of r e p t i l e and amphibians thought to occur 
on the I s l a n d were seen and recorded. A more d e t a i l e d study 
of the i s l a n d would c e r t a i n l y r e v e a l more s p e c i e s and 
h o p e f u l l y , t h i s w i l l be p o s s i b l e at a l a t e r d a t e . 
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