


Tynhon wall lizard (foemale)

left lying sround on scrubland some 300 yds from the
shorcline.  Condensation was always p under
this sheeting and as certain arcas under the mattress
were also permanently damp, it is possible this skink
prefers slightly moist conditions.

Without doubt the most abundant species of lizard
in the Alghero arca is P. sicula cetrii,  Males of this
species could be seen basking (or if one went too close,
could be heard scuttling away to cover) all along the
rocky arcas of the scashore.  This specics is & vigorous
and most opportune lizard and can be found everywhere
other than the rockless sandy beaches. A pair lived in
the town centre itself, making their home in a large wn
planted with a free-growing succulent. 1 saw this pair
many times when they were basking on the small
! d arca sur ding the urn and did in fact
attempt to caprure them, but found them impossible to
locate once they had hidden away in the stems of the
plant.  This lizard could also be found in large numbers
on the scrubland situated some 300 yds from the beach,
but does not appear 1o be present (in any great numbcers)
further infand; although we did capture a solitary
male found hiding under the bark of a tree some half
mile from the beach near to an inkand waterway.

“This hizard is also found on Corsica and during a visit
10 the fortress town of Bonifacio, we saw 2 male (rather

Male P, sicula cerrii far outaumbered females, but
this did not appear to be the case with the Tyrrhenian
Wall Lizard (P. ¢, nliguerza); in fact the three specimens
we saw were all females. These were scen in the
mountainous arcas 2 few miles from Nuoro near the
centre of the island.  We had stopped for a barbecue
in a large olive grove and after the feast, my wife and
1 took a stroll alongside & small stream to see what
wildlife could be found. Tilignerra appears to be far
less timid than scufa and although [ was not keen to
caprure any lizards ar such an carly stage of our
holiday, I did touch these females with my hand and
have no doubt that capture would have proved
relatively casy.

As it turned out, these three females were the only
ones of this particolar specics we were to see in the
wild, We did bring back a male, but this lizard was
found in a pet store where it was about 1o be used as
snake food! Although the pet store proprictor knew
no English and we knew no Italian, he did manage to
impart that the lizard “could be found all over the walls
of Alghsro and was, in fact, Lacerra windis” (both
observations being totally incorrect!).

It has always been a minor ambition of mine to see
a torroise in the wild, but other than the pet owned by
some people whose house was opposite the hotel in
which we stayed, I did not see any tortoises atall.  See-
ing captive tortoises pottering about the gardens always
makes me feel that such creatures arc surely most
vunerable in the wild; vet they survive and if left alone
by man, appear to have fow enemies.

My wife and [ had very much wanted to sce snakes
whilst in Sardinia. As it happened we did see one
Western Whip Snake {Coluber v. wiridiflavus), but this
was from the coach as we travelled along a mountain
road on the way 10 Nuoro. In the Alghero arca, we
found ten of these snakes along the roadsides; all had
been killed by vehicles. To find ten in a relatively
small area proved that there must bave been a reason-
able number about, but scarch as we may, we did not
find a single live specimen.
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Sardinia wall lizard (female)

In with many herpetologists, 1 have a keen
Interest in certain insects and arachnids—especially the
latter, I had promised to bring back an orb-weaving
spider for a friend and managed to locate one young
female Argiope bruennichi the day before we were due
to leave for home, We were told that a scorpion
had been scen on the hotel beach and a couple of days
before we returned home, we made a concentrated
search under small rocks along the shore. My wife
found the first specimen and a further three were
located in a very short space of time. A few hours
before we left for the airport, another scorpion was
found in almost the same area as we found the others.
All these scorpions were found under rocks which were
washed by waves at high tide. The scorpion found on
Sardinia is rather small being some 2 ¢m in length.
Two of the five we brought back have since given birth.
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