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Resumen: Se describe por primera vez el comportamiento de rehidratacion de Scelarcis perspicillata.
En julio de 2022 se pudo observar un espécimen salvaje lamiendo las gotas de agua del rocio en varias
hojas de una alcaparra Capparis spinosa. Esta fuente de humedad puede ser la tinica disponible du-
rante los meses de verano en los hdbitats rocosos poco vegetados que ocupa esta especie en Menorca.

The Moroccan rock lizard Scelarcis perspici-
llata (Duméril & Bibron, 1839) is a small lizard
native to northwest Africa, although there is an
introduced population on the island of Menor-
ca (Mertens, 1929; Mateo, 1997). There, the species
is mainly cited in the western region, in the
surroundings of Ciutadella, although it could
also be present in other areas (Perera, 2015). The
western part of the island is formed by an out-
crop of limestones and conglomerates (Fornés &
Obrador, 2003), sparsely vegetated with bushy for-
mations of funiperus phoenicia, Pistacia lentiscus
and Capparis spinosa.

In July 2022, in the north of Ciutadella
(40.02°N / 3.82°EF), and as part of a local
herpetofauna monitoring project (Seguiment
de la tortuga d’aigua, Emys orbicularis, Reser-

igure 1

: Adult specimen of Scelarcis perspicillata licking dew drops (Ciuta

va de la Biosfera de Menorca), we observed
an adult specimen of Scelarcis perspicillata
licking dew drops deposited on the leaf of
a Caper bush Capparis spinosa (Figure 1).
This rehydration behaviour was observed for
about two minutes, in which the lizard was
exploring the leaves of the bush and licking
the drops of water where it detected them.

In general, rehydration behaviour under na-
tural conditions is little known in small lizards,
because it is arduous to approach them without
interrupting their activity, and in this species, it
has not been previously described. This oppor-
tunistic behaviour allows rapid rehydration in a
dry rocky environment, completely devoid of
water and subjected to elevated temperatures
during the summer months.

Photo Daniel Escoriza

della, Menorca).

Figura 1: Ejemplar adulto de Scelarcis perspicillata lamiendo las gotas del rocio (Ciutadella, Menorca).



46-Preprint

Bol. Asoc. Herpetol. Esp. (2022) 33

REFERENCES

Fornds, J.J. & Obrador, A. 2003. Geologfa de Menorca. 31-38.
In: Roselld, V.M., Fornés, J.J. & Gémez, LL (eds.). Intro-
duccion a la geografia fisica de Menorca: guia de campo de las
XVII Jornadas de Geografia Fisica. Societat d'Historia Natu-
ral de les Balears i Universitat de les Illes Balears. Menorca.

Mateo, J.A. 1997. Lacerta perspicillata Duméril & Bibron,
1839. Lagartija de Anteojos, Lagartixa-moura, Sargantana
mora. 367-368. In: Pleguezuelos, ].M. (ed.). Distribucién
y Biogeografia de los Anfibios y Reptiles en Espana y Portugal.

Monografias de Herpetologfa, vol. 3. Asociacién Herpeto-
légica Espanola y Universidad de Granada. Granada.
Mertens, R. 1929. Lacerta (Scelarcis) perspicillata Duméril et Bibron
eine fiir Europa neue Eidechse. Zoologischer Anzeiger, 85:1-2.

Perera, A. 2015. Lagartija de Marruecos - Scelarcis perspicilla-
ta. In: Salvador, A., Marco, A. (eds.). Enciclopedia Virtual
de los Vertebrados Esparioles. Museo Nacional de Ciencias
Naturales, Madrid. <http://www.vertebradosibericos.org>
[Consulta: 19 julio 2022].



