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Resumen: Marruecos es uno de los paises con una mayor diversidad de lagartijas del género Acantho-

dactylus. No obstante, se conoce muy poco sobre los depredadores de la mayoria de especies. En

la presente nota se presentan dos casos de depredacion de la lagartija de El Aaian (Acanthodactylus

busacki), uno natural y otro posiblemente condicionado por una estructura humana.

Morocco is one of the countries with the
largest biodiversity of lizards belonging to the
genus Acanthodactylus. Of the 45 species des-
cribed in total for this genus (Uetz & Hosek, 2021),
11 (possibly 12) have been described in the te-
rritory (Martl'nez del Médrmol et al., 2019; Miralles et al.,
2020). The Moroccan Acanthodactylus have
been traditionally classified in four big groups
according to Salvador (1982): A. erythrurus,
A. boskianus, A. scutellatus and A. pardalis. The
last group would be composed by A. busacki,
A. margaritae and the A. pardalis species complex
(including A. maculatus) (Tamar et al., 2017).

During the second half of August 2013,
the authors made a herpetological trip to Mo-

rocco, in part to rescue animals found trapped
in human structures to retain water. In one of
the water holes around Labyar (Latitude 28.80,
Longitude -10,35; 203 masl), we found a suba-
dult Horseshoe whip snake Hemorrhois hippo-
crepis, that we captured to released it in its natu-
ral habitat: a sandy steppe with disperse vegeta-
tion composed by spiny bushes. In that release
moment, the snake vomited an adult Acantho-
dactylus of the pardalis group. Unfortunately, we
could not obtain photographic documentation,
as we preferred to immediately leave both the
snake and the vomited lizard inside a rodent bu-
rrow, hoping that the snake would take again its
prey. According to the locality, and present mo-
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Figure 1: Shrike with prey.
Figura 1: Alcaudén con su presa.

lecular data, the lizard has to be A. busacki (Tamar
et al, 2017). Quite surprisingly, during the first
half of September 2021, the authors observed
in the surroundings of Labyar (Latitude 28.76,
Longitude -10,36; 210 masl), in the same habi-
tat, another case of predation on Acanthodactylus
busacki: a shrike (Lanius excubitor) with a prey in
the peak flew to a spiny bush and impaled the
prey in a thorn. The prey was an adult female
A. busacki (Figures 1, 2).

Due to the abundance of lizards of the genus
Acanthodactylus in most parts of Morocco, it is
very likely that they have a wide range of natu-
ral predators. To our knowledge, however, there
have been no published reports on the natural
predators of A. busacki. Within the Acanthodac-
tylus pardalis group, Schleich ez al. (1996) indi-
cate some snakes, specifically two lamprophiid
species (Psammophis schokari and Psammaophis
sibilans) and a viperid species (Cerastes cerastes),
as predators of Acanthodactylus pardalis. Data are
also available for the spiny-footed lizard Acantho-
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Figure 2: Impaled Acanthodactylus busacki.
Figura 2: Acanthodactylus busacki empalada.

dactylus erythrurus. In particular, Belliure (2015)
has compiled a list of predators of this species,
including Lanius excubitor as one of them.

According to the available literature, Hemo-
rrhois hippocrepis preys upon different species of
lizards. For example, Feriche (2017) lists Podarcis
hispanicus, Psammodromus algirus and Psammo-
dromus edwarsianus as natural preys of the Horses-
hoe whip snake. Surprisingly, reports of predation
on Acanthodactylus lizards are scanty, despite the
fact that Hemorrhois and Acanthodactylus share the
same habitat in much of Iberia and the northern
areas of the Magreb. Our observation contributes
to fill this gap; although it is most likely that the
Hemorrhois captured and engulfed the lizard while
it was trapped inside the well, a photography by
Juan Manuel Pleguezuelos showing a Horseshoe
whip snake feeding on A. erythrurusin the surroun-
dings of a lake in the Middle Adas (Martinez del
Mérmol eral., 2019 - Figure 688) supports the existence
of predation by H. hippocrepis on A. busacki under
natural circumstances.
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Las anomalias digitales o del antebrazo son
relativamente normales en anfibios anuros
(Williams e aZ,, 2008). Respecto a los miembros
extranumerarios se han descrito polimelia,
polifalangia y polidactilia (Meteyer, 2000). En el
género Alytes estan descritas las tres anomalias
digitales, pero no en Alytes almogavarii. En la
presente nota se describe una anomalfa terato-
légica en la extremidad anterior izquierda de
un macho de A. almogavarii.

El ejemplar fue localizado la manana del 8 de
abril de 2021. El individuo estaba semienterrado
debajo de una roca, junto a tres ejemplares adul-
tos sin malformaciones (un macho con huevos
y dos individuos adultos de sexo indetermina-
do), en las cercanfas de una charca temporal del

“Torrent del Mal” (Garrotxa, Cataluna, Espana;
UTM-ETRS89: 31N 467750.0; 4660012.3;
504 msnm). La charca se encuentra rodeada por
un bosque mixto de robles (Quercus robury Quer-
cus pubescens) y encinas (Quercus ilex), al lado de
un camino poco transitado. Debido a que el ma-
cho llevaba una puesta a sus espaldas, se decidié
realizar una minima y rdpida manipulacién con el
fin de reducir al minimo el estrés y la posible afec-
tacién derivada sobre los huevos. Asi, el ejemplar
tan solo fue fotografiado a fin de poder realizar la
descripcion de los hallazgos sobre las imdgenes,
pero no se realizé la medicién de las magnitudes
morfométricas ni el peso. Se observé la presencia
de seis (I medial al V1 lateral) dedos en la pata pos-

terior izquierda, asi como también la presencia de



