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New report on heterospecific coprophagy in the Canary
Islands lizard, Gallotia galloti palmae

FELIX MANUEL MEDINA, 2022

Recently, MAMIN & RODRIGUEZ (2021) have re-
ported several cases of heterospecific coprophagy
in the endemic genus Gallotia from the Canary
archipelago as an unusual feeding behaviour in this
group. However, most of the cases observed invol-
ved the consumption of human excrement by lizards
from Gran Canaria (G. stehlini) and La Gomera
(G. caesaris gomerae). Another case was recorded
in the north of Tenerife, where a lizard (G. galloti
eisentrauti) was observed eating the faeces of an

unidentified bird species.

This note presents a new case of heterospecific copro-
phagy in endemic lizard to the Canary Islands. On 4 April
2022, at about 16:30 hours, a young male of La Palma
lizard (Gallotia galloti palmae) was observed feeding on
the faeces of a bird, the red-billed chough (Pyrrhocorax
pyrrhocorax),atRoquedelosMuchachos,Calderade Tabu-
riente National Park (28°45°09.79 N; 17°52°57.21“ W),
at an altitude of approximately 2,395 m a.s.lL.
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Young male of La Palma lizard (Gallotia
galloti palmae) feeding on the faeces of a
bird, the red-billed chough (Pyrrhocorax
pyrrhocorax). Photo: FELIX M. MEDINA, 2022.

This is one of the few data available on this rare fee-
ding behaviour in this archipelago. In addition to the
cases discussed by MAMIN & RODRIGUEZ (2021),
in the Canary Islands some observations have been
made in the cases of giant lizards of La Gomera
(G. bravoana) (see FARINA & MARTIN 2013), Tene-
rife (G. intermedia) (ALBALADEJO et al. 2015) and
El Hierro (G. simonyi) (see SIVERIO & FELIPE 2009).
In these places, as well as in the high mountain habitat
of the island of La Palma, where the consumption of
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bird faeces has been reported, lizards live in harsh
environmental conditions with scarce food resources.
This fact could explain this opportunistic foraging
activity in order to obtain the necessary nutrients in a
habitat with unpredictable and limited food resources
(BRAXTER-GILBERT & RILEY 2019). Within lizards,
coprophagy has also been suggested as a mechanism
for obtaining the gut microbiome, where juveniles eat
the faeces of adults of the same species (BRAXTER-
GILBERT 2014).
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