
Recently, Dorevsky (1965b) demonstroted thot L.s. terentiievi
described by him in 1957 irom hilly Armenio wcts none AiF;r tFäi-
L.s. volentini; the Aroks gorge ond the villoge of Bozorchoi ot on elevotion

;F"E..*7öOO m obove the seo level in eostern Ävmenio which wos covered

by Rodde ond volenrin (Roaae 1890) in their expeditions should be regorded

os the type locolity. This form differs greotly from the other of the sub-

species.r L-__*rrsgl. in their norphologicol chorocteristics. This pheno-

menon wos "tr" 
pointea orn by R. Mertens (1n2) who suggested thot it be

reqorded os on independent species. Since Lj:jolentini reveols o good

similority with L.s. lontzicyreni of Äsio Minor, the guestion of its toxö-
no.ic ronk rhorTJ-[. t"rol,r"d together with o study of the lotter for which

purpose odditionol moteriol from northeostern Turkey is required.

Specimens exomined. Ärmenio: ZIL Uln (4), Kozonchi, Gukosyon

resion; liStETlJ]6;I"l""ko,-6ä resion; 14911 (5), Asbobo mouirtoin

Gukosyon region; 16072 (5), Agmogon mountoin, Nor-Boyozet region;

16766 ß), ühorh"n, Se,ron regidn;16549 (10), oround Aporoni; 166n 04,
Kormrochen, Tolin region; l&Y2 (ö, eostern slope of y'vogots mountoi n;

Vn7 ß), Miskhon ronge ot villoge Tokyolu; 178Cf 0), Pombok rorge ot

villoge Alhundov; v|l6 00), Lchoshen, Setot' region; 17829 Q.0.), oround

Guko-syon; 17938 (l I ), oround Koryonsor, Mortunin region; ZIA (7),

northwestern slopes of &ogots mountoin ot Artik town; (l l), 'Pp"t 
courses

of Montosh gorge, Artik region; (2) southern slopes of Arogots mo-untoin in

the upper "o-*r of Amberdo River; sMF l2%4 0), Bozorchoi, Sision region

12065'(l), Bozorchoi, Sision region. Geglgl.; GMG (4), oround

Bogdonor,li. Ig4gy (no*heostern):NMW, 'l8383 (6), western slopes of

Yolnyzchom .onge; tg:ga (2), eostern slopes of Yolnyzchom ronge'

RUDIS GROUP

Locerto rudis rudis Bedriogo 1886

-1Fls.-?tP-h.to. 
14)

Podorcis depresso Comerono (po*.), 1878539.-- hs3ls dSPig:s-o-

'ror. ,rdE-8"d.ilöi11E66275 Q.59). -- murolis vor. dePresso f .Iod":!o,
Boettger (port. ), 18y2)40,-- ryC': vor. depresso, Boulenger, I 904:337

Toble22, Fig.c; l913:196, Toble22, Fig.7,7o, 8.-- murolis vcr. rudis,
Mehely, 19A92529, Toble 20, Fig. 7; Nikolskii, I 915:373; Lontz ond

Cyren, 1936:165; Terentiev ond Chernov, 1949:187 .

Holotype. Not designoted. Described by Bedriogo (.l880) ftot.
Botumi somples.
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#ffiffi
Fig.4I. Major scaLation of L-!,_ry4-!5,

A - Head, dorsaluiew: B -head, Interaluicw; C, D - temporal
region; E - contact zone belween dorsal anC uentral scales of
females; F - dorsal surface of anhle; G - dorsal of anteriar third
ol tail; H, I - anal region. (D to G - Mestiya; rest - Adzhariya).

Description. The width of the frontonosol is greoter thon or,
rorely, equolto ix length. The rostrol is set off from the frontonasol or
rorely touches it oi one point. The suture between the frontonosol ond
postnosol is not shorter thon thct between the onterior ond posterior nosols.
The sutures between the prefrontol ond frontol ore stroight or slightly
concove inside the lotter" The suprociliories ore seporoted from the suproo-
culors by o complete or somewhot inferrupted row of 13 - 25 gronules. The
upper postorbitol usuolly touches the porietol ocross o foirly brood suture.
The first suprociliory is long, or moderotely so, ond is considerobly constric-
ted posteriorly. Posterior of the suprociliory, there ore 2 - 6 liny, tain+
posttemporols ot the border with the porietol. The lorge or moderote mid-
temporol scole is seporoted from the suprotemporol by 2 - 4 ond from the
moderote-sized tymponic by i - 5 longitudinol rows of tiny scoles. In odult
specimens, especiolly the moles, the tiny scoles of the temporol region
often beor short, blunt spinules or blunt longitudinol keels. The collor is
not scrroted. There ore 20 - 32 scoles olong the midline of the throot up
fo the collor. The body scoles ore prominerf , noticeobly enlorged on the
sides, generolly with somewhot distinct longitudinol keels or ccnicol
tubercles, invoriobly more prominent on the posterior third of the bock
ond at the border with the obdomen. Aound the midbody, 38 - 53 scole
rows crre pr€senf . The ventrol scoles loterolly touch 3, rorely 2, body
scoles in moles ond 2, rorely 3, ;n femoles; the ventrol ond pectorol
scoles ore orronged in21 - 25 tronsverse rows in the former ond 2.4 - 28 in
fhe lotter. Anterior of the lorge onol scole, one lorge or rorely 2 or 3
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smoller preonol scoles ore orronged symmetricoi ly. Th" femorol pores

number l3 -25. On the undersideof the thigh between the femorol pores

ond the outer edge oi enlorgeo scoies, there ore 4 - 6 tronsver:c rov/s of
tiny scoles. The dorsol scoles of lhe crr.r ore considerobly lorger than the
dorsol scoles with well-developed longitudinol keels ond usuolly with tiny
gronules olong the edges; the scoles in the center ore usuolly considerobly
lorger lhon those on the sides. 10 - 15 scole rows circle the middle of
the crus. The dorsol ond loterol coudol scoles hove strongly developed
longitudinol keels pocteriorly lruncoted or ottenuoted ot o distinct ongle.
On the dorsol third of the toil, the ends of keels ore noticcobly drown up

ond form shorp spinules os o result of which the toil of odult specimens
oppeors spiny. The ventrol scoles of the toil ore smoother br.rt nevertheless
hove visible longitudinol keels. The snout-vent length is 63 - 85 mm in
moles ond 54 - 83 mm in femoles; the rotio of the snout--vent length to thot
of ihe unregeneroted toil is 0.48 - 0.60 in the former ond 0.47 - 0.63 in the
lotter.

The color of the dorsum of moles is green, bright green, ivy green
olive green, brownishgreen, dork-sondy, olive groy, dork mouse-groy or
nutbrown. The midoccipitol stripe is formed of lorge, block or dork-brown
blotches extending ocross ond concentroted olong the dorsol midline. These

blotches ore bordered loterolly by o more or less brood potternJree stripes
of ihe some color os the bockground, sometimes with distinct, bright spots.
Thc temoorol stripes ore usuolly formed of ihree r-ows of foirly distinct ond
contiguorx block or bro,vn oceili with weii-defined whitish (bluish ot the
level of ontcrior limbs) centers. The upper edge of these strltrcs is usuolly
edged by distinct whitish spots constitdirg rhe spotted temporol lines. The

venl6r including the heod ond throot of moles is greenish-yellow, yellowish,
dovejreen, bluish or blue. The venter of femoles is yellowish or dove-
lreen. During the breeding seoson, the outer row of ventrol scoles ond the
odiocent body oreo of moles ore brighr-blue or violet.

Geogrophicol distribution. This rubspecies possesses o lorge
ronge ond is encountered in northeostern Turkey ond western Tronscoucosio,
on the one hond, ond in the Bolshoy Kovkoz in northern Georgio, northwes-
tern Azerboiion ond hilly Chechens-lngush, on the other. The southwestern
edge of the rorge extends into Asio Minor olong the northern slopes of
the Pontii ronge in the northern port of which the ronge of the subspecies
is confiacd by the shore line ond in the eost covers tha volley of rhe lower
counc of the Chorokh River ond its tributories. lt is ccrn'nron m Adzhoriyo
in the volley of rhe Adzhoris-Tskoli River ond its tributories originoting on

lhc rlopes of the Meskhet, Shovshet, on.J A,rsiyon ronges. Along the northam
Meskhet foothills ond forther olong the Surom ronge, it reoches the
southern foothills of the Bolshoy Kovkoz where it is widely distribded in
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northern Georgio, southern Ossetio, ond northwestern Azerboiion from thc

volley of the middle ond upper courses 6f thg lr€uri River in Mirgreliyo
ond Svonetiyo in the west uP to the neighborhood of Zokotoly in the

eost. The southern edge of the ronge in the Glovny ronge extends olong

thc foothills of Egriss, Lechkhum, ond Rochin ronges up to Nokolokevi
ond Kutoisi in the south, thon olorg the foothills of the ronges bounded

from the north by the Vnutrennekortlin ploin, ond crossing the Kortlin ond

Kokhetin rong€s, continues fic*her olong the southern foothills of the
Bolshoy ronge in the Alozoni volley upto the Zokotoly Forest Reserve

within Azerboiion. A lorge isoloted populotion exisfs on the nqthern
slopes of the Bolshoy ronge in Chcheno-ln9r.r:h in which this lizord wos

recognized for the first tim',. by Chernov (l 929) from the gorge of the

right tribuory Terek of Ävmkhi River. Our speciol studies hove shown

thot it is widely distributed in the northern ond portly the southern slopes of

the Bokwoy ronge in the volleys of thc Terek ond Agun Rivers roughly

up to the line ioining oround the üeirskvilloge ond Sovetsk in the north
(n9.lZ, t). ln northeostern Tlrkey ond Adzhoriyo, the ronge of this

form is olmost everyrvhere sympotric with thot of the L.s. porvulo ond in

southern ond northern slopes with thot of L. coucosico.

Ftg,42.Distributions in the Caucastts and in northeastern Turhey.

7 - L.r. rudis: 2 - L,r. obscura: 3 - L.r. tnacromaculata.

Geogrophigg!vllolon. Somples were str.,idied from five populotions
derived from differenr po*s of the subspecies ronge 0oble l7). The investi-
gcrtcd populotions were 120 ond 260 km oport on lhe soulhern slopes of the
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Bolshoy rdnge fron' west to eost while the exrremc sowbem somples (in

Adzhoriyo ond Checheno-lngush) were270 km oport. Similorly it moy be

pointed ort thot the Checheno-lngush populotions ore now isoloted on the

no.thern slope of the Glowry ronge ond ore secoroted from the moin rorge in
thc :outh. The voriofion pofterns of the somples investigoted ore depicted

in fig.43. lt moy be seen from the Adzhoriyo cnd Checheno-lngush popu-
lotions thot on overwhelming moiority of scole chorocters reveol o distinct
voriotionol cline rising from west to eost in the southern slope of the
Glovnyi ronge. This is confirmed by odditionol onolyticol doto, not

included in this toble, covering the inlermediote somple from oround
Posonouri in the Beloyo Ävogvo gorge.

On the other hond, some chorocters olso reveol o voriotionol
cline from south to northeost (from Adzhoriyo to the Surom ronge in Cheche-
rro-l ngush).

As in severol cther rock lizord forns, the mcr(imum bcdy dimensions
(choroctcn I ond 2) ore recorded for lizords inhobiting the higher oltitudes.
lr should similorly be noted thot the live lizords from Verkhnyoyo fuonetiyo,
oport from o lorger size, ore distinguished by o foirly bright blue colorotion
of the throot, porticulorly intense in odult moles.

Geogrophico I voriofi on
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of Lqcerto rudis rudis
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Fig . 43. Summary graqh of uariation of L ' r ' rudis '

1 - Adzhariya; 2' ram pass; 3 - Verkhnyaya Suanetiya; 4 -
ZakatatY: 5 - Ch(' na-tngtsh.

Deryugin (l901) ono Bodenheimer (i941) olto noticed on unusuolly

high voriotion in severol chorocters of lizcrds from oround Trqbzon'

This is olso confirmed by our somples from severol points between Trobzon

on3 Sinop. An onolysis of the lotter doto shows thot o distinct hybridizotion
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zone exists between L. rudis ond the Asio Minor form L.s. lontzicTreni on
the Block Seo coost of northeostern Twkey; their rorges portiolly sympo-
tric in fhe soulhern foothills of the Vostochno-Pontii rcrge.

It should olso be stoted that the specimens from the Block Seo coost
of Turkey differ noticeobly in severol scole chorocters from those of Ad-
zhyoriyo ond the Glovnyi ronge which permit's the cssumption of the exis-
tence here of o speciol subspecies differenf from the nominol form. This
is confirmed by Deryuginns doto (1899) thot rock lizords from oround Trobzon
ore distinguished by cn unusuclly bright yellow colorotion of the venter
which is never the cose with L.rudis from Tronscoucosio.

Comporotive notes. -Ba.'-g; (1886) described his Locerto d=plg1.
uo.. r.rdi, f.orn otounJTotu.i, ond loter tUJhely (tSOg) ona Nik;l;F--
(1913 ond l915) extended this nome to lizords from Adihoriyo, northeostern
Turkey ond the southern slopes of the Glovnyi Coucosus ronge. In spite of
the fcct thot the type specimens of Podorcis g"gg1" Comerono, I878,
(or ot leost some of them) come from oround Trobzon, the occurrence of
L.s. rudis on the Block Seo coost of Turkey remoined doubtful for o long
time. Though Lontz ond Cyren (l%6) hod doubts obout the relotionshipc
of this form to some of the specimens encountered by fhem from Trobzon,
Bodenheimer (tq+l) rho*ea it on his mop os o whole row of points olorg
the coost between Siroo, Trobzon, ond Rize, The outhor (Dorevsky,
'l965b) olso recently showed the occurrence of this lizord oround Trobzon.
Distinct morphologicol differences of L. rudis ond olso the obsence of
intermedicrte forms in the oreo of sympotry with L. coucosico, L. mixto
L. ormenioco, L.s. brouneri, L.s doghestonico;;e-[ p"-ffi .""-
äirrsi".Iyp;i* t"T. sd;Ti: ffieüile^ce;f this folt. 

-SPECIMENS EXAMINED. Georgio: ZlL338? (l), Ghe'noyo
Arogu.'@n{s 16), Sursrn pass, )7796 (3), Gornoyo
Tushegiyo, Omolo; 17814 (23), gorge of Inguri in the bosin of Nokry river;
17875 00), Msstiys, Verkhnoyoyc Svonetiyo; GMG (7), Posonouri;(4)
Leberde, Gegechkor region; ([) Nizhnoyo Svonetiyo, Lentekhi; (2)

Dzhvcri, Tsolendzhikh region. Adzhorivo: ZIL 13500 (3), Z";"nt;
Cop" n.or Botumi; 1350] (4), Zelenyi cope: 17515 (9), Shuokhev region;
17517 6), Chvono, Shuokhev region; 175 18 (13), Kedo, rood to Mgriri.
175?2 (5), Chokvis-Tskoli river, Kobuler region; f75?3 (8), Kedo, rood
rc Oktomberi . Southern Osetio: ZIL 17733, oround Dzhov resort.
Checheno-lng "titZf ISEOi-O), Solth, Gornoyo Ingush; 17878 {iil,.^gorge of &mkhi river, 8 km before folling into Tgrqk; 17882 (4), gorge
of Ävgun riv*, 4'km obove Sovetsk villoge. Turkey (n6ahgosler6): Zl L
10688 (6), lchkhon-5u river, Artvin viloyet; tOOgg (S), Kvorrskhony,
Artvin viloyet; 

.l0690 (2), lpkhreulJr, Aduin viloyet; I0693 (5), lchkhon-
Su river, Artvin viloyet; 108'l8 (l), Sololettopas post, 46rln viloyet;
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]{21 1l), Dzonsul, Ärtvin vllqTer;13iffl6 (l), Dzonsul, Arrvin viloyer;lTnl 0), Trobzon; NMW 18385 , ?,1 (?), Mericmono, neor Trobzon;

]glm 1]), Yolnyzchom ronge, eosrern slope; ZMF ll%l (l), Trobzon;
12004 (l), Sinop; 12008 (l), Sinop: t?Wg (.1), Sinop.

Locerto rudis mocromoculoto ssp. n

- {FG-.a-;p6;;-tt-

. Holgryp" --.zlL, Acodemy of Sciences, UssR, l7g4o, 4 ,
oround thc town of Akholkoloki in Georgio, oborl lgOb m obo". r.o.luu.l
June 21 , I96 l, collecred by l. S. Dor"u-rky (Fig.l6D).

l"-rygg. ZlL, Acodemy of Sciences, USSR, 17440 (21), Sqgeof Akhol[äläFicToi River dornsrreom from Akholkoloki in e.JgiJ,'luty zt ,1959, collected by 1.5. Dorevsky.

A,
F iC. 44. M aj or s c a lat iot of !J,-n acrgmogllat4r

a - Eeadt dorsal a?u: B,- head, lateral uicw; C, D - temporal
region; E - coüact zonc between dorsal and aentral scalesi F _
uppercAe of anhle; C - dorsal anterior third of tail; E, I _ atul
region (A-l - Ahlntkalahi).

. , .Descriplign of .holgtvpe. The frontonosol is wider thon long. Tls
rostrol is set off fror the fror*onosol (in mony porotypes, sometimes touches
ot one poinf). The suture between the frontonosor ond postncsor is sub-
equol to the width of thot between rhe onterior ond posterior nasols. The
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