
collection of odditionol moteriol from the different regions of

Turkey is necessory to estoblish more occurotelT this form's position in the

L. soxicolo group

imens exomined. Anotoliyo: GMNH 24Bl-2485,2497 0),
*ä"-E-r'tNF-I%  iffTllAli dog, o bove Bo I u, v i I oyel Bo I u.
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Locerto soxicolo volentini Boettger, 1892

@hoto.lg).

L. murolis vor. volentini, Boettger, l8y2:145; Mertensr 1922:173.

-- ro*i.oli',ä!-ntini. M6hely, 1909:543, Toble 2l , Fig.6; Nlikolskii,

l9i 3'Z1Nikolskit 1915:375; Dorevsky, 1965b: 48l , Fig . | , 2 .'-
soxicolo ormenioco (non M6hely), Cherno,, (pcrt.), .l939:l 13.--soxicolo
t;^ii";l D"*"tky 1957 42, f\g-9.

F ig . 39. Major scala! ion oi L. j--!algJllj]!.
A - Hearl, dorsal uieu,t: B - head, Iateral uiet; C, D - lemporal
region; E, F - an'ol region; C - dorsaL anterior third of tail; H '
contact zone betueen dorsal and t'enlral scales of males' (D' E -
Gubasl'an; resl - Lchashen).

Hclotyoe. Senckenbergische Notur-Museum (Germony), 12%4,
villoge Eozorcüi (Bozorkent), northeostern Armenio, collected by Rodde

ond Volentin l!90.
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Descriotion. The frontonosol is considerobly wider thon long. The

rostrol i;;;I;?FE-om lhe frontonosol or, exlremely rorely (2 percent of the

specimens) touches it olong o norrow suture" The suture between the fronto.
nosol ond postnosol, generolly, is not shorter thon thot belween the onterior
ond posterior nosols. The suture between the fronfol ond prefrontols is

stroight. The suprociliories ore set off from the suprooculors by o broken

or, rorely, entire row of 2 - 18 gronules; in rore coses; these gronules ore

comoletely obsent. The upper postorbitol touches the porietol olong o

brood suture. The first suprotemporol is moderotely long with o truncote
posterior; the I - 4 weekly developed posttemporols locoted posterior of

it ore subequol. The midtemporol is lorge. The tymponic is moderote;

between it ond midtemporol, I -4 prominently enlorged scoles lie in o
very ndrrow ploce. Along the midline of the throot up to the collor, there

ore 21 - 29 scoles. The body scoles ore srnooth, slightly bulging, some-

times slightly enlorged ot the sides where some tiny gronules moy be

present ot rondom between the scoles. Aound the midbody,4l -53 scole

rows ore presenl . Loterolly 2 - 3 body scoles in moles ond 2 or, rorely,3 in

femoles meet with eoch ventrol scole. The ventrol ond pectorol scoles

ore orronged in 23 - 27 lronsverse rows in the brmer and 26 - 30 rows in

the lotter. The onol scole is lorge; onterior of it one lorge or, rorelyo2
very slightly enlorged preonol scoles ore present qymmetricolly. The fenpral
pores number 14 - 22. On the underside of the thigh between the pores

ond outer row of lorge scoles, there ore 3 - 6 longitudinol rows of tiny
scoles. The dorsol scoles of the crus ore srnooth or very fointly keeled ond

do not exceed the size of the body scoles. Arornd the middle of the onkle
rhere is o lp - 23 scole row. The scoles on the onterior third of the toil
ore moderote, keeled drsolly ond intensely, keeled loterolly; the posterior

edge of so..'rcol"s is truncote or slightly bulges bockword ot on obtuse

ong le.

The snout-vent length is56 -70 mm in moles ond 5c -77 mmin
fenroles; the rotio of the body length to its unregeneroted toil is 0.4p - 0.60
in the former ond 0.51 - 0.69 in the lotter.

The moin bockground of the dorsum is olive-yellow, yellowishireen,
greeni dr-ye I low, bright-green, greenish -brown or o live-ye I low. The

distinct occipitol stripe consist5 of lorge, irregulor ond closely spoced

block or dirty-brown blotches. Some of these blotches cover uP to 30 - 40
body scoles. In some coses, these blotches, reduced in size, form o

continr.pus reticulote pottern. Norrow porietol sfripes of the some color
os the bockground ore bordered by the centrol occipitol stripe ond extend
onto the dorsol third of fhe toil. Distinct, brood, block ond blockish-brown

temporol stripes beor I - 3 longitudinol rows of rounded, bright (bluish in
pectorol zone) spots forming the centers of fused, dork ocelli. Poorly
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developed moxillory bonds, bright, sometimes with smoll dork spots, sur-
round the temporol stripes ot lhe edge of the obdomen. The upperside of the

heod hos block, irregulor blotches ond spots. During the breedirg seoen'
the venler of lhe mole ond femole, including the throot ond the heod, is
bright yellowish<ronge. At this time' the exfreme loterol rows of

ventrol scoles ond the odiocent body regions in moles ocquire o bright or

light blue colorotion.

9:ggt"ptti"tt aittt;Uu At present, the distribution of this
subpecies is divided into isoloted sections of vorious sizes confined
exclusively to the mounloinous-steppes zone of the Dzhovokhet uplonds in
northeostern Turkey, southern Georgio ond north-western Amenio, on the

one hond, ond severol ronges in the centrol ond nodheostern sections of
Armenio, on the other. The northern edge of the ronge from west to

eost crosses the Dzhovokhet Ploteou roughtly ot the level of the town of
Akholkoloki in Georgio ond, hovirg covered lhe southern spur of the
Somsor ronge, descends olong lhe western foothills of the Dzhovokhet

ronge to the south ond reoches the neighborhood ofthe villoge of

Verin-Gukosyon in Armenio. The western edge of the ronge in Turkey hos

not been ionclusively estoblished but, iudgir€ from the recent finds, this
lizord is foirly widely distributed in the Yolnyzchom (Arsiyon) ronge in the

northeostern corner of Äsio Minor (Dorevsky, 1965c). ln the Shirok ond

Aporon ploins in norfhern Avmenio, L.s. volenti.ni is obsent but oppeors

ogoin in the Arogots mossif where its ronge encircles the mountoinous-

steppe zone of the Ärgots nrounloin. Smoll isoloted populotions ore olso

present in the Tsokhkuniontskii ond Pombokskii mountoins. In centrol ond

northeostem &menio, the ronge bf this subspecies encomPosses the slopes

sf 1fp Gegom ond Vordenis ror€es towords Sevonr descending ot ploces,

e.g., oround the villoge of Lchoshen, to the shores of the loke. Forther

lo the eost, the rorge extends olong the northeostern slopes of 1ls Zongezur

ronge into the right bonk volley 6f ths Voroton River where the eostern

edge of the distribution hos not been positively determined Gig.Zl ,Z).

Geogrophicol voriotion. Somples were onolyzed from 6 populotions
seporcrted from west to eost by distonces of 140,70r40,25 ard 35 km Ooble
l6) . Al I of them, with the exception of the third ond the fourth, ond

possibly olso the first ond the second, ore ot present isoloted from eoch

other ond form isoloted ronges of different sizes. Äs moy be seen from

fig.40, the somples resemble eoch other very closely with respect to
most feotures of pholidosis, the minimol volues of severol chorocters being

generolly recorded from the extreme western ond the moximol ones from

the extreme eostern ports of the ronge. Though the individuol chorocters,
e.g., the number of gronules between the suprociliory ond suprooculor

shields, provide o foirly distinct picture of the voriotionol grodient from
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west to eost, on the whole, the voristions which ore chorocteristic ot
subspecies possessing o continuous ronge ore obsent in L"s. volentini,
evidently os o result of the isolotion of the individuol sections of its ronge.
A chorocteristic pottem of o circulor cline wos discovered in the voriotions
of severol chorocters in the ring-like distribution oround the Ävogots hill
in Amenio. As moy be seen from fig.40, the moximum volues of most of
the chorocteri ore noticed here on the northeostern slope ond oround
Aporon, whereos the minimol volues ore recorded in the dimetricolly
opposite southwestern slope oround the villoge Kormroshen. Äs odditionol
investigotions of populotions from the north-western slope in Atik region
showedrthe very some meristic chorocters hove intermediote volues here
ond, thus, on the whole the increosing cline moves in o clock-wise
direction from west to northeost. lt moy olso be poinled out thot the lizords
of somples investigoted differ comporotively little from eoch other in
their body dimensions which moy be exploined by their hobitots being ol

neorly equivolent elevotions in the mountoinous steppe zone.

-- ---- - t
-.-.--- 2

-J
tarnz44zn343nq 5 6 7 34gnfl fl Q ßn t4 15

Fig.40. Surrrmary graph of uariation of L. s, ualentini.

1 - Arsiyanrange; ? - Guhasian; 3' Aparan; 4' ßarmrashen:
5 t Pambah raflge;. 6 - Lchashen'

Comporotive notes. Boettger (1892) described his L. murolis ver.
.rolentinTTärn 2 rp.cimens from eostern Ärmenio, th. type-for dercription
being the specimen collected in 1890 during on expedition by Rodde ond
Volentin from the villoge of Nyuvodi locoted ot on elevotion of obout
500 m in the Aroks gorge. Euen, M6hely (1909) regorded this form os o

subsoecies of L.s. volerrtini (it figur.s under this nome even in the much

lorer works ofNlkolskii 1913, l915), whereos Boulenger (1913, ln\)
identified it os the subsoecies !:ggglgeo of M6hely.

hntz ond Cyren (l 936) studied the 2 well-known specimens of
L.s. volentini but left open the question ofthis subspecies'posiiion ond

did not include it in the list of Coucosion forms"
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Recently, Dorevsky (1965b) demonstroted thot L.s. terentiievi
described by him in 1957 irom hilly Armenio wcts none AiF;r tFäi-
L.s. volentini; the Aroks gorge ond the villoge of Bozorchoi ot on elevotion

;F"E..*7öOO m obove the seo level in eostern Ävmenio which wos covered

by Rodde ond volenrin (Roaae 1890) in their expeditions should be regorded

os the type locolity. This form differs greotly from the other of the sub-

species.r L-__*rrsgl. in their norphologicol chorocteristics. This pheno-

menon wos "tr" 
pointea orn by R. Mertens (1n2) who suggested thot it be

reqorded os on independent species. Since Lj:jolentini reveols o good

similority with L.s. lontzicyreni of Äsio Minor, the guestion of its toxö-
no.ic ronk rhorTJ-[. t"rol,r"d together with o study of the lotter for which

purpose odditionol moteriol from northeostern Turkey is required.

Specimens exomined. Ärmenio: ZIL Uln (4), Kozonchi, Gukosyon

resion; liStETlJ]6;I"l""ko,-6ä resion; 14911 (5), Asbobo mouirtoin

Gukosyon region; 16072 (5), Agmogon mountoin, Nor-Boyozet region;

16766 ß), ühorh"n, Se,ron regidn;16549 (10), oround Aporoni; 166n 04,
Kormrochen, Tolin region; l&Y2 (ö, eostern slope of y'vogots mountoi n;

Vn7 ß), Miskhon ronge ot villoge Tokyolu; 178Cf 0), Pombok rorge ot

villoge Alhundov; v|l6 00), Lchoshen, Setot' region; 17829 Q.0.), oround

Guko-syon; 17938 (l I ), oround Koryonsor, Mortunin region; ZIA (7),

northwestern slopes of &ogots mountoin ot Artik town; (l l), 'Pp"t 
courses

of Montosh gorge, Artik region; (2) southern slopes of Arogots mo-untoin in

the upper "o-*r of Amberdo River; sMF l2%4 0), Bozorchoi, Sision region

12065'(l), Bozorchoi, Sision region. Geglgl.; GMG (4), oround

Bogdonor,li. Ig4gy (no*heostern):NMW, 'l8383 (6), western slopes of

Yolnyzchom .onge; tg:ga (2), eostern slopes of Yolnyzchom ronge'

RUDIS GROUP

Locerto rudis rudis Bedriogo 1886

-1Fls.-?tP-h.to. 
14)

Podorcis depresso Comerono (po*.), 1878539.-- hs3ls dSPig:s-o-

'ror. ,rdE-8"d.ilöi11E66275 Q.59). -- murolis vor. dePresso f .Iod":!o,
Boettger (port. ), 18y2)40,-- ryC': vor. depresso, Boulenger, I 904:337

Toble22, Fig.c; l913:196, Toble22, Fig.7,7o, 8.-- murolis vcr. rudis,
Mehely, 19A92529, Toble 20, Fig. 7; Nikolskii, I 915:373; Lontz ond

Cyren, 1936:165; Terentiev ond Chernov, 1949:187 .

Holotype. Not designoted. Described by Bedriogo (.l880) ftot.
Botumi somples.
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