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Genus Heliobolus Fitzinger, l843-bushveld lizards

The genus Heliohlus ontains four species widely dis-
tributed in Africa (Uetz 20l2l. Together with Nucras,
Heliobolus is the sister clade to Pseuderemias (Mayer
& Favlirrv 20071. Ttre only representative in the /t/as
region is Heliofulus lugubris, which is widespread in
central southem Africa. These lizards prefer open, sandy
habitats. Females of this species lay clutches of 4-6

qgs in a self-excavated hole (Branch 1998). Hatchlirrys
mimic the 'oogpister' or predacious ground beetle fin-
thid and this probably provides some protection from
predatorc (Huey & Pianlo 1977a; Schmldt 2OO4J. These
lizards may be locally abundant and apparently are not
especially threaterred S cattle farming, the main human
acttvity in their habitat.

Helioblus lugubris (A. Smith, 1838)
BUSHVEI"D LIZARD

Andreur A. Tumer

Rqional: Least Concern

Tarmomy: No notable issues.

Dlsüibution: Very wiely disüihrted, from southem Angda
orcr the lGlahad sands thrugh Namibia, Botsrana, souttF
western Zimbahre, souttrcm Moambique and Sotüt Africa
(Brandr 1998). ln the Ätlas region it occurs in Limpopo,
norürem Mpumalanga, the wesbm part of NorüpWbst Ptw-
ince and ard the norftern parb of Northem Cape.

Habitrt Occupies hot, lowJying savanna, often orcrlying
Kalahad sards.

Bionrc Savanna; Nama-lbrm.
Asscsment rationeb: Wndely disüibuted and not known
to be nqatively impacted U the livestock grazing that
mmmonly takes place in its habitat. Occun in a number
d large protected ar@s.

Consewation tnorules: None recommended.
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