
SURIGATA 1 (20141 159

Genus Australolacerta Arnold, l.g8g-Southern rock lizards

Ausf;nhlwrb mntains a sirgle spcies, A. austalis, qv
denrb to the Urbstem Cape, Sdrth Afrba. Salvi eta/. e011)
found üat A, au*alis was part d üe southem African
brarrch of üre üibe Eterniadini, s'hich irrcludes Trryifuu-
m,lileroles ard Niqlanis. A rcstt analysb of mitodpn-
drialard nuclear DNA sequences indicabd üatA. rupiala

b not dosely rclabd to Ä. ars?afis (h'hich is rnore clcely
rclaEd'to lrryidosaurrcB also SaM et al.20ll) and it
wre plaed in a sepanb genus, Vlremüelrceru. (Edwards

et al. 201{ 2013a). funale A- austalis lry clutcfies d up
b serrcn egs (Brand 1998). Thb specie occuls in several
prdecbd areas ard b mnsidercd b be of Le6t Concern.

Austnlolaoerta austnlis (Hewitt, f 926)
SOUTTIERN ROCK LIZARD

Andrew A. Tumer

Gbbal: l-ect Cpncem

Endemic

Tarommy: No rntable issues.

Distihtion: Thb rnontare species is endemic to the
Westem Cape, South Afiica, omuning from the norüert
Cederberg in the norh to the Hex River Mountains in the
sdrth, and eastwards to Kwadorwsberg (Mouton 1988b;
Bnncft 1998). The eastem limits on the Langeberg hare
not yet been determined.

Habitet: Fourd in fpbc on the rcky mountain slopes
of the Cape Fold Mountairs, often near mcli$ure. Prefurs
large erpced rock slcü as cliff faces and rcck slab on
sandstone antcrops ßrarrch 1998).

Biorcaftm: Northwt Fynbc, Southem Fynbc, Westent
Fynbc-Rencterveld, Sqrthwest Fynbos.

Ass€Esrnnt retionale Reent surwys in the Cape Fold
Mountains indicate that this species is widespead and
reasonably qrrnmon (M.J. Cunnirqham pers. oornm.). lt
occupies ruged, rcky areas that pruide shelterfmt fire
and minimise direct anthropogenic thrcats. Mucft of its
range is potected

Conservation me.sur6: Girren fte exterisit e protection al-
rcaü afurded to this species, no cilrsen ation actions are
recommended.
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