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Taxonomy

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Animalia Chordata Reptilia Squamata Lacertidae

Taxon Name:  Lacerta media Lantz & Cyrén, 1920

Synonym(s):

• Lacerta trilineata subspecies media Lantz & Cyren, 1920

Common Name(s):

• English: Medium Lizard, Three-lined Lizard

Assessment Information

Red List Category & Criteria: Least Concern ver 3.1

Year Published: 2009

Date Assessed: December 14, 2008

Justification:

Listed as Least Concern in view of its wide distribution, presumed large population, and because it is

unlikely to be declining fast enough to qualify for listing in a threatened category.

Geographic Range

Range Description:

This species ranges from central, southern and eastern Anatolia (Turkey) into the Caucasus of

northwestern Iran, Armenia, extreme northeastern Azerbaijan, northeastern Georgia and southern

Russia (in southern Dagestan). It also occurs south of Turkey in northwestern Syria, Lebanon, northern

Israel (extinct in the Judean hills in central Israel), and northwestern Jordan. It is found between 600 and

2,000 m asl.

Country Occurrence:

Native: Armenia (Armenia); Azerbaijan; Georgia; Iran, Islamic Republic of; Israel; Jordan; Lebanon;
Russian Federation; Syrian Arab Republic; Turkey
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Distribution Map
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Population
It is common in the north of its range, and is rare in the south of its range. It is declining in Jordan.

Subpopulations distributed on the northern Black Sea coastline are declining.

Current Population Trend:  Decreasing

Habitat and Ecology (see Appendix for additional information)

This diurnal species is found in woodland with a scrub or grassy understory, with stony and rocky areas.

It can also be found in cultivated land, plantations and rural gardens. It is restricted to humid or moist

areas in the south of its range. It is often found in trees. The female lays two clutches of between nine

and eighteen eggs annually. The young are sexually mature after two years.

Systems:  Terrestrial

Threats (see Appendix for additional information)

In Turkey this species is present in a wide range of habitats and there are no significant threats. In the

southern parts of its range it is possibly threatened by habitat loss, and populations may be significantly

impacted by predation by cats (in Israel). It has been recorded in the pet trade, but this is not believed

to be a significant threat.

Conservation Actions (see Appendix for additional information)

The species is included into the Red Data Book of Russian Federation (2001): category 3 - a rare species

within the limits of Russia with distribution on the extreme northern border of its range. This species

has been recorded from protected areas in Lebanon and Turkey. It is protected by national legislation in

Israel. In Israel there have been recent attempts to captive-breed this species for conservation purposes.

Further research is needed into the taxonomy, range, population size and threats to this species.
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Appendix

Habitats
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Habitat Season Suitability
Major
Importance?

1. Forest -> 1.4. Forest - Temperate - Suitable -

3. Shrubland -> 3.4. Shrubland - Temperate - Suitable -

4. Grassland -> 4.4. Grassland - Temperate - Suitable -

0. Root -> 6. Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks) - Marginal -

14. Artificial/Terrestrial -> 14.1. Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land - Suitable -

14. Artificial/Terrestrial -> 14.2. Artificial/Terrestrial - Pastureland - Suitable -

14. Artificial/Terrestrial -> 14.3. Artificial/Terrestrial - Plantations - Suitable -

14. Artificial/Terrestrial -> 14.4. Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens - Suitable -

0. Root -> 17. Other - Suitable -

Use and Trade
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

End Use Local National International

Pets/display animals, horticulture No Yes Yes

Threats
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Threat Timing Scope Severity Impact Score

2. Agriculture & aquaculture -> 2.1. Annual &
perennial non-timber crops -> 2.1.3. Agro-industry
farming

Ongoing - - -

Stresses: 1. Ecosystem stresses -> 1.1. Ecosystem conversion

1. Ecosystem stresses -> 1.2. Ecosystem degradation

8. Invasive & other problematic species & genes ->
8.1. Invasive non-native/alien species -> 8.1.2.
Named species (Felis catus)

Ongoing - - -

Stresses: 2. Species Stresses -> 2.1. Species mortality

Conservation Actions in Place
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)
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Conservation Actions in Place

In-Place Land/Water Protection and Management

Conservation sites identified: Yes, over entire range

In-Place Species Management

Subject to ex-situ conservation: Yes

Conservation Actions Needed
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Conservation Actions Needed

2. Land/water management -> 2.1. Site/area management

Research Needed
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Research Needed

1. Research -> 1.2. Population size, distribution & trends

1. Research -> 1.3. Life history & ecology

1. Research -> 1.5. Threats

1. Research -> 1.6. Actions

3. Monitoring -> 3.1. Population trends

Additional Data Fields

Distribution

Lower elevation limit (m): 600

Upper elevation limit (m): 2000

Population

Population severely fragmented: No
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