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ABSTRACT

Predation of the endangered Miyako grass lizard Takydromus toyamai

by the introduced Japanese weasel Mustela itatsi

Norihiro Kawauchi'*, Yasuyuki Nakamura? and Tamaki Watanabe!

'Yachiyo Engineering Co., Ltd. 3-21-1 Kumoji, Naha, Okinawa 900-0015, Japan
2 Fujukan, the Museum of the University of the Ryukyus, Senbaru 1, Nishihara, Nakagami, Okinawa 903-0219, Japan

*E-mail: nr-kawauchi@yachiyo-eng.co.jp
We report the discovery of bones and body-parts of the endemic grass lizard Takydromus toyamai from non-native Japanese
weasel Mustela itatsi feces collected on Miyakojima and Irabujima in the Miyako Islands, Ryukyu Archipelago, Japan. The results

are suggestive of the cause of the recent serious population decline in this endangered lizard species, and are further evidence of

predation on indigenous terrestrial animals of this archipelago, including those of rare and endemic species, by introduced M. itatsi.

Key words: Alien species, conservation, fecal content analysis, insular vertebrate fauna
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